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REP.  JULIAN  BOND 
The  Afro-American  Institute  Is  planning  a  weekend  ol 
"awards  and  pleasure". 

On  Sat.,  June  1,  The  Institute  will  be  holding  It's  Second 
Annual  Unity  and  Awards  Banquet.  It  will  be  held  in  the  Ell 
Center  Student  Cafeteria,  at  6:00  P.M. 

The  Honorable  Julian  Bond  will  be  the  guest  speaker.  His 
topic  will  be  "What's  Next?" 

Invitations  can  be  picked  up  at  the  Institute  between  May 
10th  and  May  24lh.  THIS  IS  TO  MAKE  SURE  YOU 
RECEIVE  AN  INVITATION. 

There  will  be  a  Cabaret  In  honor  of  Black  Seniors,  later 
that  evening. 

Sunday,  June  2nd  there  will  be  a  picnic  on  the  Cape.  Buses 
will  leave  the  Institute  at  11:00  a.m.  and  will  return  about 
7:00  p.m. 

KEEP  YOUR  EYES  on  the  Afro  Inlo  signs,  for  they're 
"drum  beat"  on  campus. 


Awkward  Promises 
"Responsible"  Fed. 


by  Annie  Rudolph 
Onyx  Staff 

Bob  Awkward,  76  PS,  newly 
elected  executive  chairman  of 
Northeastern's  Student 
Federation  said  he  plans  to 
push  for  an  office  of  com- 
munity affairs  within  the 
university  in  an  effort  to  make 
the  university  more 
"responsible  and  responsive" 
to  (he  college  community. 

Awkward  said  the  multi- 
purpose office  of  community 
affairs  would  serve  as  a  center 
for  registering  student  com- 
plaints and  opinions  about 
university  policy  issues  af- 
fecting them  and  providing 
information  to  students  on 
student  life  and  activities. 

Awkward  said  he  is  plan- 
ning to  establish  an  advisory 
group  to  the  Federation 
consisting  of  representatives 
from  Northeastern's  varied 
ethnic  communities. 

Awkward  held  that  another 
of  his  administration's  prime 
objectives  is  "to  bring  more 
Black  students  into  the 
Federation  to  serve  on  many 
of  its  committees".  Currently, 
six  Blacks  are  serving  within 
the  Federation. 

The  21  year-old  native  of 
Montgomery  County. 
Maryland  won  the  election 
over  his  opponent,  Bob 
Fiorello  75BA,  by  claiming  70 
per  cent  of  the  Federation's 
votes. 

Awkward  does  not  believe 
his  victory  is  an  act  of 
tokenism.  "No."  he  said,  "in 
previous  elections  that  may 
have  been  the  case,  but  not  in 
this  election." 

Among    his    earliest  ad- 


ministrative actions.  Awkward 
appointed  William  (Bill) 
Taylor.  78  CJ,  as  his  executive 
assistant. 

Active  on  and  off  campus  in 
many  political  organizations, 
Awkward  said  he  still  finds 
time  to  study. 

He  plans  to  pursue  a  post 
graduation  career  in  govern- 
ment. 

Analysis: 
After  Nixon, 
What? 

by  Bill  Strickland 

Institute  of  the  Black  World 

It  is  a  rather  curious 
phenomenon  to  watch  a 
government  --  and  a  society  -- 
collapsing  before  one's  eyes, 
drifting  from  crisis  to  crisis  to 
whatever  unknown  fate  awaits 
it.  One  has  an  unmistakeable 
sense  of  an  age  and  an  era 
coming  ta  an  end.  White 
leaders  no  longer  speak  of 
"new  frontiers"  or  "great 
societies,"  and  black  people 
no  longer  march  on 
Washington  or  dream  non- 
violent dreams  of  social 
justice  and  racial  equality. 
Indeed,  the  ideas  have 
disappeared  from  the  national 
consciousness  and  the  words 
from  the  national  vocabulary. 
Instead,  we  have  an  ad- 
ministration which  expends 
most  of  its  energy  trying  to 
cover  up  past  crimes,  and  a 
president  who  tries  to  fend  off 
impeachment  with  a  defense 
of  bluff  and  bluster.  Of  an 
administration  once  so 
triumphant,    only  Kissinger 

(Con't.  on  pg.  12) 


Seale  Scores  "Police 
Harrassment"  of  Panthers 


by  Mark  Travis  Onyx  Staff 

Political  activist  and  Black 
Panther  Party  leader  Bobby 
Seale  speaking  at  a  press 
conference  held  Friday,  May 
3.  at  Northeastern's  African- 
American  Institute  said  that 
the  "Bluck  Panther  Party  may 
be  forced  to  defend  them- 
selves overtly  against  actions 
ol  racisl  police." 

Seale  maintained  that  the 
Black  Panther  Party  is  under 
continuous  harassment  by  the 
Oakland.  California  police 
department. 

Seale  said  that  on  May  1st 
the  Black  community  of 
Oakland  under  went  another 
harassment  period  by  police. 
The  police  "attacked"  Jimmie 
Ward's  Lamp  Post  Night  Club 
where  Panther  members  are 
employed,  according  to  Seale. 

Seale  said  (hat  the  police 
department  used  two  Black 
men  to  rob  the  Lamp  Post 
Night  Club  so  they  could 
invade  and  harass  members  of 
the  Black  Panther  Party. 

Seale  held  that  while  the 
robbery  was  taking  place 
nobody  in  the  night  club  had 
any  time  to  call  the  police  but 
within  seconds  after  the 
robbers  fled  "plain-clothes 
police"  arrived  on  the  scene. 

According  to  Seale  the 
plain-clothes  police 
surrounded  the  building  and 
entered  it.  After  entering  the 
building  the  police  held 
everyone  at  gun  point  and 
shot  at  several  Lamp  Post 
employees  who  were  outside 
in  pursuit  of  the  robbers,  Seale 
said.  The  police  also  arrested 
a  member  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  on  charges  of 
assault  with  the  attempt  to 
commit  murder  Seale  ex- 
claimed. 

The  robbery  suspects  were 
never  pursued  by  the  police 
even  though  they  came  to  the 
scene  20  minutes  after  the 
incident,  according  to  Seale. 

Seale  contends  that  the 
Black  Panther  Party  "i.as 
matured  since  the  Party  was 
organized  in  the  mid  60's.  The 
reason  is  because  the  Black 
Panther  Party  has  taken  on  a 
political  ideology  of  working 
within  the  political  system  for 
achieving  ultimate  goals. 

Another  member  of  the 
Black  Panther  Party  who 
identified  himself  as 
"Valentine"  said  that  America 
is  the  most  highly 
technicalogical  country  in  the 
world  and  the  gun  is  not  going 
to  change  the  system.  He 
further  concluded  that  taking 
over  a  college  building  is  not 
going  to  change  the  system 
from  within. 

Valentine  held  that  the  best 
way  to  change  the  system  is 
through  the  electorial  process. 

Scale  believes  that  since  the 
Party  is  using  the  vote  as  a 
political  tool  in  acquiring 
power  in  Oakland  is  looked  at 
as  a  hot  bed  of  political  ac- 
tivism. 

Seale  drew  attention  to  the 
five  Panther  members  who  are 
running  for  Oakland  City 
Council  and  who  he  believes 


BOBBY  SEALE  (A  Bob  Gittens  Photo) 


have  an  excellent  chance  of 
winning.  He  further  said  that 
the  people  are  giving  elec- 
torial support  to  the  Panthers. 

Seale  maintains  that  there  is 
a  deliberate  attempt  by  the 
police  to  destroy  any 
aggressive  party  and  par- 
ticularly the  Black  Panther 
Party. 

Seale  said  that  San  Fran- 
cisco Mayor  Allioto  is  trying 
to  advance  himself  politically 
by  trying  to  stir  up  racial  fears 
as  a  result  of  the  Zebra  killings 
and  by  discrediting  the  Black 


Panther  Party. 

Scale  held  that  Black 
people  in  Oakland  have  been 
constantly  harassed  as  a  result 
of  the  Zebra  killings.  Seale 
said  that  there  have  been 
Blacks  killed  by  whites  and 
there  has  not  been  any 
shakedowns  or  harassments 
by  police. 

Seales  took  a  firm  position 
and  said  "if  they  can  stop 
every  Black  man  why  don't 
ihey  slop  every  white  woman 
who  resembles  Patricia 
Hearst." 


BSMMA  And  Amma 
Sponsor  Symposium 

by  Douglas  Holloway 
Onyx  Staff 

Bill  Owens.  Chairman  of  the  Massachusetts  Congressional 
Black  Caucus,  along  with  Maurice  Lewis,  of  T.V.  7's  Black 
News.  Roy  Sampson,  a  DJ  at  Radio  Station  Wild,  and  many 
other  noted  Black  Media  Professionals  appeared  at  the  Black 
Students  Mass  Media  Alliance's  and  Afro  -  American  Media 
Association,  in  a  Black  Communications  Symposium  on 
Saturday  April  27. 

The  symposium  included;  workshops,  a  luncheon,  diner 
and  social  hour,  a  keynote  speech,  by  Owens,  and  fund 
raising  dance.  The  day-long  event  was  held  at  Northeastern 
University's  African  -  American  Institute. 

The  events  started  at  10:00  A.M.,  with  workshops  in 
advertising,  the  Black  revolutionary  press,  the  media  and 
community  affair  copywriting  and  contracts,  the  Black 
women  in  the  media,  the  media  and  racial  imbalance, 
developing  the  media  personality,  the  Black  D.J.,  the  Black 
Press,  as  an  alternative  to  the  established  press  editing  and 
reporting  for  newspapers  and  producing  for  T.V. 

From  1 :00  to  2:00  there  was  a  luncheon  on  the  first  floor  of 
the  Institute. 

1  he  afternoon  session  included  workshops  in 
cinematography,  the  Black  student  newspaper  and  the 
community,  non-commercial  radio  station  management, 
television  performance,  and  photography. 

Bill  Owens  addressed  the  participators  in  symposium  at 
5:00  p.m. 

The  dinner  included  fried  chicken,  rice,  string  beans,  and 
bean  pie  for  dessert. 

The  day's  activities  ended  with  a  fund-raising  dance  which 
started  at  10:00  P.M. 

The  organizers  of  the  symposium  were  the  Black  Students 
Mass  Media  Alliance  (B.S.M.M.A.).  an  organizatin  of 
Boston-area  Black  students  involved  in  the  media  and  the 
Afro-American  media  Assocaition  (A. A.M. A.),  an 
organization  comprised  of  Black  professional  media  persons. 

(PHOTOS  ON  PAGE  10) 
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UCCW  Fights  For  Minority  Jobs 


by  BobGillcns 
Onyx  Staff 

For  Leo  Fletcher  and  Ihe 
United  Community  Con- 
struction Workers  (UCCW). 
the  struggle  against  the 
construction  unions  is  con- 
tinuous. 

For  the  past  five  years,  this 
community-based  organiza- 
tion has  been  working  to  open 
up  job  opportunities  for 
minority  workers  on  con- 
struction sites  that  are  located 
in  minority  communities. 

Using  "confrontation"  as  a 


main  technique,  the  UCCW 
led  by  Fletcher,  who  is  the 
organization's  President,  has 
demanded  that  all  con- 
struction jobs  done  in  Rox- 
bury,  North  Dorchester, 
Mattapan  and  Ihe  South  End 
must  employ,  at  the  very 
minimum,  fifty  per  cent  of  its 
"skilled  workers"  from  that 
community. 

In    addition,    the  UCCW 
"Manifesto"    says  that 
those   areas   known   as  the 
South  End,  Roxbury,  North 
Dorchester,    Mattapan,  the 


domicile  of  third-world 
residents,  are  deemed  "Off 
I  units"  to  racist  unions,  non- 
functioning compliance  of- 
ficers, discriminatory  con- 
tractors, planning  agencies, 
bureaucrats,  and  all  others, 
who  have  not  initiated 
creditable  prior  consultation 
with  those  directly  affected." 

The  track  record  at  con- 
struction sites  in  third  world 
communities  is  deplorable. 
According  to  Fletcher  in 
general,  only  whites  have  had 
access  to  apprenticeship 
programs  and  unions  he 
explained,  and  as  long  as  the 
contractors  continue  to  hire 
from  the  unions  and  refuse  to 
hire  the  people  from  the 
community  where  the  work  is 
done,  they  are  assured  of  a 
minimum  of  minority  workers. 

Spokesmen  for  the  UCCW, 
which  is  comprised  of  non- 
union minority  workers,  said 
that  the  local  unions  have 
ignored  them  and  their 
demands   for   building  jobs. 

In  an  attempt  to  change  the 
altitude  of  the  local  unions  the 
UCCW  has  closed  down 
several  construction  sites 
located  in  minority  com- 
munities. 

Press  coverage  has  been 
another  problem  for  the 
UCCW.  For  example,  the 
Boston  Herald  Traveler 
reported  on  January  11.  1973 
that  "Black  militants  close  5 
Work  Sites"  in  which  300 
union  men  were  forced  off 
their  jobs. 

The  group  is  presently 
focusing  its  attention  on  the 
new  construction  of  the  fire 
station  at  Dudley  Station  and 
Harrison  Ave. 

Fletcher  said  that  minority 
employment  at  the  site  has 
been  "shoddy"  and  that  the 
contractors  won't  give 
minorities  "equal  access  to  the 
work." 

Fletcher  sees  organization 
of  minority  workers  as  key  to 
improving  the  situation. 

"Here  they  are,"  he  said, 
"building  a  highway  through 
the  ghetto  with  only  Italians 
on  the  job.  These  jobs  belong 
to  Blacks." 

But  he  sees  little  being  done 
until  Blacks  organize.  Until 
then  the  unions  "can  do  what 
they  want." 

The  UCCW  is  also 
preparing  Blacks  for  skilled 
positions  by  offering  classes  in 
carpentry  and  blueprint 
reading.  Fletcher  hopes  to  see 
new  courses  added. 

There  is  a  "great  need  for 
Black  people  to  have  equality 
training  to  compete,  not  only 
in  the  white  market,  but  also 
in  our  own  up-building." 

The   UCCW   functions  in 
other  ways  in  Boston's  Black 
community.  The  group  gave 
several  parties  at  the  UCCW 
Labor  Temple  at  Grove  Hall. 

An  evening  of  en- 
tertainment for  students  on 
Sundays  from  12:00  p.m.  to"  9 
p.m.  at  the  UCCW  Labor 
Temple  Social  Club  at  Gove 
Hall  is  another  UCCW 
sponsored  activity. 

Fletcher  described  the 
evenings  as  "a  chance  for  all 
students  to  get  it  together  and 
put  their  thoughts,  ideas, 
political  aspirations,  music 
bag,  or  whatever  together, 
["here  is  a  kitchen  for  the 
cooks,  music  room,  pool 
table,  card  table,  and  ... 
everything." 


MOVING  ON:  AN  OPEN  LETTER 
TO  THE  BLACK  PEOPLE  AT  NORTHEASTERN 
UNIVERSITY 

by  Ted  Thomas 

I  will  be  leaving  Northeastern  University  in  a  matter  of  a 
few  weeks.  And,  to  be  frank,  welcome  the  occasion  of  my 
departure  from  the  "ivory  tower,"  at  least  as  far  as  Nor- 
theastern is  concerned. 

If  I  am  allowed  to  be  slightly  vain,  I  believe  that  I  will  be 
missed  in  certain  quarters.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am 
realistic  then,  admittedly,  there  will  be  scores  of  those  who 
will  welcome  my  exit  with  a  sigh  of  relief,  a  puzzled  ex- 
clamation of  Ted  ...  who?"  or  a  tart  "goodby  and  good  rid- 
dance." 

Be  that  as  it  may,  neither  angles  nor  devils  (and  here  I 
include  professors  who  might  muster  up  enough  courage  to 
flunk  me  in  an  effort  to  slow  down  my  take-off)  possess  the 
powers  required  to  prevent  my  walking  through  the  door 
marked  "out." 

Yet,  my  moving  on  is  closely  linked  to  the  things  I  will 
lake  with  me.  Foremost,  of  course,  will  be  my  memory  of  the 
Northeastern  experience.  Everyone  has  a  thought  of  some 
experience  from  the  past  that  is  permanently  with  him.  Stop 
the  next  drunk  you  pass  on  the  street  and  chances  are  he  will 
tell  you  he  remembers  when  he  was  young  and  Idealistic  and 
had  a  good  wife.  And  as  soon  as  I  have  had  time  to  place  my 
Northeastern  experience  in  time  and  space  I  am  sure  I  will 
find  lhat  there  are  good  things  to  be  found.  If  nothing  else 
Northeastern  has  shown  me  that  one  must  peel  of  the  husk  of 
irrelevancy  and  discover  the  seed  of  importance.  In  Ihe 
present  situation  that  might  be  somewhat  difficult  but, 
nevertheless,  provides  one  with  an  opportunity  for  serious 
soul-searching,  which,  in  Ihe  end,  makes  up  Ihe  bulk  of 
education's  personal  relationship  lo  the  student. 

There  is,  however,  one  thing  that  I  will  not  have  to  wait  to 
remember.  I  will  never  forget  it.  That  particular  memory  will 
be  of  all  the  beautiful  Black  people  (students,  African- 
American  Institute  Staff  employees  and  Northeastern 
University  employees)  whom  I  have  met,  and  grown  to  love, 
while  a  student  at  Northeastern. 

It  is  the  Black  people  at  Northeastern  I  will  remember: 
those  who  occasionally  stopped  speaking  to  me,  those  who 
always  spoke,  those  who  confided  in  me,  those  who  I  con- 
fided in,  those  who  encouraged  any  success  lhat  I  have  had 
and  i  hose  who  fell  my  failures  as  if  they  were  their  own. 

It  is  Ihe  Black  people  I  will  refer  to  if  ever  I'm  slopped, 
years  hence,  by  anyone  who  cares  lo  know  what  I  remember 
most  about  Northeastern. 

Why?  Well,  because  I  came  lo  the  realization,  shortly  after 
starling  school,  that  if  I  am  to  really  survive  the  total  Nor- 
theastern experience  then  it  is  dependent  upon  how  sound 
my  relationship  is  with  Black  people  on  campus.  The  need  to 
have  someone  lo  turn  to  in  moments  of  distress  was  apparent 
lo  me  then,  as  il  is  now. 

And,  in  truth,  Black  people  at  Northeastern  have  not  let 
me  down.  Indeed,  I  attribute  my  moving  on  to  the  literally 
hundreds  of  Black  people  who  have  been  there  when  I 
needed  someone  to  be  there. 

There  is  much  talk  these  days  about  Black  student  apathy 
and  Black  university  administrators  being  "jive  niggers."  It  is 
not  my  part  here  to  discuss  the  validity  of  such  claims,  but 
rather  to  say  that  I  have  personally  encountered  scores  of 
Black  people  at  all  levels  of  university  affairs  who  have  been 
"on  the  case." 

My  belief  is  lhat  il  is  lime  for  Black  people  at  Northeastern 
lo  collectively  realize  that  we  necessarily  compliment  each 
other.  There  is  truth  to  ihe  old  saying  that  "nobody  can  hurt 
a  nigger  like  another  nigger."  And,  likewise,  nobody  can  help 
a  Black  person  like  another  Black  person. 

True,  we  must  all  make  individual  choices  concerning 
some  mailers,  and  lhat  choice  might  be  an  unpopular  one  at 
the  lime.  Thai,  however,  is  an  individual  matter.  Still,  when 
ihe  smoke  has  cleared,  il  is  all  about  us  doing  for  us  and 
contributing  lo  ihe  whole. 

II  is  therefore,  not  only  my  moving  on,  but  our  moving  on. 
Moving  on  lo  levels  where  we  respect  each  other  as  In- 
dividuals and  love  each  other  as  a  family. 

peace 
Ted  Thomas 
Editor-in-Chief 
The  Onyx 


NEWS  NOTES 

Poetry  in  Public  Places,  a  special  project  of  the  American 
International  Sculptor's  Symposiums,  Inc..  is  now  accepting 
poetry  thai  will  be  placed  in  1000  buses  throughout  New 
York  City  and  on  six  walls.  The  poetry  will  be  changed  each 
m, mill. 

Poets  should  send  appropriate  work  lo  Neal  Spitzer. 
Director  of  Special  Projects,  1'oelry  in  Public  Places,  799 
Greenwich  Street.  New  York.  N.Y.  10014.  The  poems  should 
be  no  more  than  eight  lines  for  the  buses,  or  16  lines  for  the 
walls  I  lie  project  hopes  to  be  able  to  pay  a  poets  fee  of 
S2MUK)  lor  Ihe  poems  used.  Work  submitted  must  include  a 
stamped,  self-addressed,  return  envelope 


<  .iris  High  School,  located  in  Roxbury.  Ma.,  is  holding  a 
million-dollar  unveiling  of  arts,  crafts,  business  interests  and 
music,  on  Sat.,  May  18  from  1:00  p.m.  to  8:00  p.m.  There 
will  also  be  a  Market  place  where  you  may  buy  or  sell  items. 
Admission  is  $2. .SO  for  adults  and  $1.00  for  students  and 
senior  citizens.  For  ticket  information  call  Mr.  Edward  E. 
Perry  ai  282-2381)  between  6  and  8:00  p.m.  or  Mr.  Ted  T. 
Turner  at  427-2524  between  9:00  a.m.  and  2:30  p.m. 


Professor  Ramona  Edelin,  who  has  been  acting  Chair- 
person of  Northeastern's  Afro-American  Studies  Dept.  since 
its  establishment  last  year  in  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  has 
been  appointed  Assistant  Professor  and  Chairperson  of  The 
Dept.  o(  Afro-American  Studies. 

Professor  Ldelin's  appointment  follows  a  recommendation 
by  a  faculty  search  committee  chaired  by  Professor  Harold 
Goldstein. 

Boston  University  administrators  are  looking  for  tutors 
ami  counselors  to  work  in  the  school's  Special  Services 
Projecl  Summer  Program.  The  pay  is  $600.00  for  six  weeks  of 
vork.  plus  room  and  board.  For  more  information  call  353- 
3788. 


There  will  be  a  motorcade  and  rally  in  solidarity  with  the 
Haitian  Liberation  Struggle  beginning  at  1:00  p.m.  at 
Mallapan  Square  and  ending  with  a  rally  a(  2:00  p.m.  at 
Franklin  Field. 

I  he  demonstration  and  rally  is  sponsored  by  the  African 
Liberation  Support  Committee  (A.L.S.C.)  as  part  of  its 
African  Liberation  Month  Calendar  of  events. 

Other  A.L.S.C.  events  include  a  march  and  rally  for 
support  of  worldwide  Black  liberation  and  commemoration 
of  ihe  birthday  of  Malcolm  X.  The  event  is  scheduled  for 
Sunday.  May  19th.  The  march  will  begin  at  1:00  p.m.  at  the 
Roxbury  Boy's  Club  parking  lot  and  will  end  with  a  rally  at 
Franklin  Park.  Speakers  from  African  liberation  and 
community  groups  will  address  the  rally  and  music  will  be 
provided. 

A.L.S.C.  is  also  chartering  buses  for  the  National  African 
Liberation  Day  Conference  to  be  held  at  Howard  University, 
May  23  through  25.  For  further  information  call  445-8100. 


Professor  Ramona  H.  Edelin,  Chairperson  of  the 
Department  of  African-American  Studies,  is  proud  to  an- 
nounce that  Dr.  Slanlake  J.T.  Samkange,  currently  African 
Scholar  In  the  Department  of  Afro-American  Studies  at 
Harvard  University,  will  be  joining  the  faculty  of  Nor- 
theastern's Department  of  African-American  Studies  in  the 
Fall  Quarter,  1974-7S+  Dr.  Samkange,  politician,  writer  and 
television  personality,  as  well  as  being  one  of  the  few 
preeminently  respected  African  scholars  in  the  international 
Black  World,  will  be  teaching  African  Civilizations,  Studies 
in  Regions  of  Africa,  and  Directed  Studies.  A  warm  and 
interesting  lecturer,  Dr.  Samkange's  students  are  his  greatest 
admirers,  citing  his  vast  knowledge  of  the  Continent,  his 
-personal  interest  In  his  students,  and  his  engaging  teaching 
methods  as  his  strongest  assets. 

The  Department  welcomes  Dr.  Samkange  with  enthusiasm 
and  deep  respect.  Our  community  is  fortunate  indeed  to 
have  access  to  this  exemplary  Black  Scholar. 
+  As  full  professor  with  full  tenure. 


SOULS  PLACE 

The  Big  91.7  F.M. 


Mon.  Michael  (H.A.T.)  Williams 

Tues   Hassan  Adeeb 

Wed   Dwight  Thomas 

Thurs   Donna  Lisa  Hunte 

Pri  Ron  Roots 


+  +  +'+  8  P.M.  to  11  p.m.+  +  +  +  + 
Sat.  Charles  Robinson 


+  +  +  +  +  5P.M.  to8P.M.+  +  +  +  + 
Soul  Request  Line  437-2656 
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Afterthoughts  on  Career  Expo  '74 


By  Alonzo  Speight 

Earlier  this  year,  in  the  middle  of  March,  there  was  a  main 
event  in  Boston.  It  was  a  multi-university  event  which 
brought  many  Black  and  minority  students  together  with 
information  resources  relative  to  economics  and  em- 
ployment opportunities.  Career  Expo  '74  was  a  successful 
attempt  to  make  the  tough  decision  about  what  profession  to 
pursue  or  what  calling  to  follow  as  informed  and  righteous  as 
possible  for  the  greatest  number  of  gifted  young  brothers  and 
sisters. 

On  Friday  morning,  March  15,  representatives  of  some 
thirty  major  companies  and  business  concerns  informed 
approximately  500  student  registrants  of  the  profits  and 
perils  of  their  companies.  These  companies  were  of  various 
sizes  and  descriptions.  Big  companies  like  Xerox  and 
duPont.  and  governmental  agencies,  smaller  concerns  like 
Mack  Hackett  Associates,  an  anti-pollution  agency  and  a 
"People  to  People  Organization"  were  all  present  and  vying 
for  the  attention  and  favour  of  the  many  sharp  prospective 
graduates  and  employees.  And  these  young  people  were 
extremely  attentive  to  almost  every  representative  that 
showed;  and  from  their  visage,  they  were  also  very  discern- 
ing. Understandably.  They  were  about  to  make  an  important 
decision. 

On  hand  to  lend  a  hand  was  a  brother  whom  the  students 
respected  for  his  prominence.  Earl  Graves.  Publisher  of 
Black  Enterprise,  came  to  Expo  with  his  text,  "Black  Unity  -- 
A  Matter  of  Economics,"  but  it  was  never  delivered,  per  se. 
Instead  Mr.  Graves  sang  with  and  rapped  freely  to  a  standing 
room  crowd  of  eager  listeners  in  Northeastern's  African 
American  Institute  Auditorium.  Hearing  Earl  Graves 
sheepishly  admit  that  he  had  once  been  a  narcotics  agent 
seemed  to  endear  him  to  more  folk  than  it  alienated.  Every- 
one, especially  those  in  the  rear,  visibly  strained  to  catch 
each  word  of  the  success  formula  that  he  ran  down.  It  was 
known  to  have  worked  at  least  once. 

One  student  told  what  he  felt  about  the  "Keynote  Ad- 
dress" 

"He  seems  like  a  really  down  brother  to  me."  A  sister 
agreed,  "Earl  Graves  can  rap  to  me  anytime.  He  has  not 
permitted  success  to  go  to  his  head.  He  is  also  very  nice 
looking."  Not  only  were  the  students  impressed,  they  liked 
Mr.  Graves. 


Norfolk  Inmates  Cite 
Need  For  More 
Community  Help 

by  Beverly  Benn 

and  Stephanie  Herbert 

Onyx  Staff 

Community  interest  and  involvement  were  the  issues 
stressed  by  the  inmates  of  Norfolk  Correctional  Institute  on 
Tuesday  evening,  March  23. 

Following  the  play  "Tomorrow  Is  Mine  Alone,"  sponsored 
by  the  Africans  Coordinating  Together  committee  (ACT) 
several  of  the  inmates  expressed  their  views  on  institutional 
life. 

According  to  one  inmate,  the  institution  is  run  on  a 
behavior  modification  system,  e.g.  an  inmate  will  be 
rewarded  for  'good'  behavior  and  punished  for  'bad.' 

"This,"  said  the  inmate,  "breaks  down  the  calibre  of  man 
and  deteriorates  both  his  mind  and  motives." 

The  inmates  feel  a  strong  need  for  community  in- 
volvement is  necessary  in  preparing  them  for  their  return  to 
society.  As  one  inmate  put  it;  "How  we  come  back  depends 
on  what  happens  to  us  in  here." 

Some  of  the  programs  in  which  the  inmates  may  par- 
ticipate rely  heavily  on  outside  interest.  Requests  for  inmate 
organizations  to  perform  for  local  schools,  groups,  and  clubs 
are  necessary  to  raise  money  for  the  purchase  of  needed 
equipment. 

The  inmates  feel  that  there  is  room  for  improvement  at  the 
institution.  Though  the  educational  system  offers  both 
college  and  occupational  courses,  the  feeling  is  that  they  are 
not  adequate.  Rather  than  create  an  artificial  environment 
for  learning,  the  prisoners  would  prefer  expansion  of  the 
existing  educational  release  program. 

Before  the  program  can  be  changed,  the  inmates  must 
bring  their  request  before  the  inmate  council  or  the  camp 
chairman.  A  proposal  is  then  drawn  up  and  sent  to  the 
superintendent.  If  the  superintendent  fails  to  make  a 
decision,  the  proposal  is  then  presented  to  the  commissioner. 

Inmates  understand  that  they  must  work  together  for  any 
of  i heir  ideals  and  goals  to  be  realized.  For  this  reason,  there 
is  very  little  racial  tension  at  Norfolk. 

One  inmate  summed  it  up  by  saying,  "The  only  way  to  beat 
the  system  is  to  work  hand  in  hand." 


During  his  talk,  Mr.  Graves  acknowledged  the  many 
accomplished,  nationally  known  black  businessmen  who 
were  in  attendance.  Men  like  Ivan  Houston,  President  of 
Golden  State  Mutual,  and  James  Lowry  of  McKinsey  and 
Company,  and  Dempsey  Travis,  President  of  Sivart  Mor- 
tgage Company  converged  at  Expo.  These  and  other 
prestigious  role  models  ran  three  one-hour  seminars  at 
Harvard  "B"  School  on  Friday  evening.  The  issues  of  the 
Minority  professional  in  the  predominantly  white  cor- 
poration, and  the  Manager  in  the  Minority  owned  enterprise, 
and  Management  in  nonprofit  institutions  were  laid  out  and 
worked  over.  Eighty  five  percent  of  the  100  people  in  at- 
tendance at  each  seminar  remained  through  all  three 
seminars  and  then  joined  the  seminar  leaders  in  a  late  meal 
which  turned  out  to  be  a  fourth  seminar. 

Students  were  interviewed  by  Company  representatives, 
and  vice  versa,  all  day  Saturday.  The  interviews  were 
followed  by  a  cocktail  sip,  and  then  Expo  74  was  over.  The 
Career  Expo  sponsors  and  participants  were  extremely 
enthusiastic  and  totally  involved  in  making  the  event  the 
success  that  it  was.  There  were  many  valuable  products  of 
the  event;  there  were  jobs,  and  information,  and  contacts. 
There  was  an  excellent  track  record  (Expo  73,  and  Expo  74); 
there  is  also  the  promise  of  an  Expo  75. 

Alonzo  Speight  is  a  counselor  at  Nil's  Afro-American 
Institute  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  Expo  74. 


Elder  Off  To  Masters 

by  Jesse  Harris 
Onyx  Staff 


On  Sunday,  April  21.  1974  a  new  page  was  added  to  the 
history  of  Blacks  in  Sports.  Lee  Elder,  a  golf  veteran  of  many 
years  won  the  Monsanto  Open  in  Pensacola  Fla.  This  was  an 
important  victory  for  Elder  because  he  is  now  eligible  to 
compete  in  the  Masters  tournamet  in  Augusta,  Ga.  in  1975. 

Elder  got  his  victory  by  beating  England's  Peter  Oosterhius 
in  sudden-death  playoff. 

Even  though  Elder  will  be  the  first  Black  man  to  play  in  the 
Masters,  he  has  not  been  the  first  to  win  tournaments.  Two 
others,  Charley  Sifford  and  Pete  Brown  won  matches  that 
have  qualified  them,  but  unfortunately  the  rules  of  the 
Masters  had  not  been  changed  and  they  could  not  compete. 
Presently,  Sifford  and  Brown  are  still  active  players  on  the 
pro  golf  tour. 

Prior  to  his  victory  last  Sunday,  Elder  has  placed  second 
five  times  before  in  his  pursuit  for  eligibility  to  play  in  the 
Masters. 

Elder  began  his  career  by  joining  the  Black  United  Golf 
Association  (BUGA)  tour  following  service  in  the  army. 

In  1961  he  went  to  play  in  the  Negro  National  Cham- 
pionship. After  meeting  and  marrying  his  wife.  Rose  in  1963 
he  went  back  to  play  in  the  BUGA  tour.  Elder  is  not  a  long 
hitter,  but  he  is  very  accurate  and  ranks  as  pro  golfs  third 
straightest  hitter,  having  85  per  cent  of  the  tee  shots  landing 
on  the  fairway. 

Lee  Elder  is  only  one  of  many  who  have  proven  the  theory 
that  if  a  person  implants,  in  his  mind  the  idea  that  he  can  do 
something,  he  can  do  it,  no  matter  how  many  obstacles  are  in 
his  way.  


Daniel  Roberts 
(Stephanie  Herbert  Photo) 

"External 
Improvements 99 
And  Rising 
Tuition 

by  Marllynn  Turner 
Onyx  Staff 

As  everyone  knows  tuition 
at  Northeastern  is  on  the  rise 
again  to  the  tune  of  50  dollars 
per  quarter. 

According  to  Daniel 
Roberts,  executive  vice 
president  of  financial  affairs 
this  increase  was  inevitable 
and  is  in  keeping  with  the  rise 
in  the  cost-  of  living. 

Some  of  the  monies  gained 
from  the  increase  will  go 
towards  higher  salaries  for 
workers  and  external  im- 
provements at  the  university. 
Roberts  also  said  that  the 
increase  in  electrical  rates  was 
another  factor  to  be  con- 
sidered and  that  the  university 
was  able  to  significantly 
decrease  it's  electrical  cost  by 
lowering  temperatures  in  the 
buildings  and  turning  off  lights 
when  they  weren't  in  use. 

In  comparison  with  other 
private  colleges  and 
universities  in  the  area  North- 
eastern has  the  lowest  tuition 
rates  and  the  lowest  increase 
in  tuition. 

According  to  admissions 
counselor  Mrs.  Norma  Woods 
there  should  be  no  real  effect 
on  the  number  of  incoming 
freshmen  or  transfer  students 
due  to  the  increase.  More 
students  may  decide  to  go  on 
co-op  but  there  should  be  very 
few  drop-outs. 


REMEMBER  THE 
STARVING  IN 
WEST  AFRICA 


FROM  BEHIND  THE  WALLS 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  rehabilitated  in  the  Massachusetts  prison  system. 

Rehabilitation  Is  Being  sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  treatment  and  punishment,  and 

finding  out  there  is  little  (if  any)  of  the  former  and  a  lot  of  the  latter. 

Rehabilitation  Is  Being  told  time  and  time  again  by  the  man  that  if  you  can't  get  along 

in  this  setting  of  hate,  violence,  and  no  loved  ones,  you  won't  be  able  to  gel  along  on  the 
streets.  Where  there  is  love,  compassion  and  freedom. 

Rehabilitation  Is  Eating,  sleeping,  working  and  living  with  the  dregs  of  society,  and 

yet  being  expected  to  improve  your  outlook  on  life,  yes,  and  solve  your  hang  ups. 

Rehabilitation  Is        Seeing  the  every  day  incompetence  and  inefficiency  of  the  free 

people  working  here.  The  same  people  who  are  suppose  to  be  setting  the  correct  example 
for  you  on  the  road  to  being  a  good  citizen. 

Rehabilitation  Is          The  judge  upon  sentencing,  strongly  recommends  psychiatric 

treatment,  and  winding  up  seeing  the  headshrinker  once  a  year  for  thirty  minutes. 

Rehabilitation  Is  Belqg  sent  to  the  "adjustment  center  program"  (Bridgewater.  DSU. 

block  10)  for  breaking  a  rule.  There  is  no  program,  but  isolation.  There  is  no  "adjustment" 
except  for  the  worst. 

Rehabilitation  Is  ...  Seeing  your  enemies  get  a  parole  date  and  swallowing  hard.  It's 
seeing  your  friend  get  a  date  and  having  mixed  emotions.  You  are  glad  for  him,  but  feel  bad 
because  you  know  that  you  are  going  to  really  miss  the  guy. 

Rehabilitation  Is  ....  Trying  to  control  the  self  contempt  for  being  in  prison,  and  losing 
the  battle  ... 

Rehabilitation  Is        Being  paroled,  reporting  to  the  parole  officer  promptly,  and  being 

told  at  the  start  of  the  conversation,  "if  you  step  out  of  line,  or  make  one  mistake,  you  are 
going  right  back  to  State  Frison". 

One  does  not  rehabilitate  oneself  because  of  State  Prison,  but  one  does  so  in  spue  of  Stale 

Prison  Nathaniel  Atkins 

yfnthunicl  *lfcuM  h  mvnrcaraledat  \orfnlk  Slate  Prison  in  Norfolk.  Mass. 


PAGE  4.  THE  ONYX 


Life  Context 


Blues  people  now 
After  centuries  of 

making  their  own 
taking  their  own 
being  their  own 
keeping  their  own 

Blues  people  now 
Dahomian  Queen 
Yoruba  King 

Children  now  (?) 


listening,  learning 

new,  foreign  things, 

Like  living  on  someone  else's 

Money 

Like  working  other  folks 
Land 

Like  praying  to  another 
God 

Like  being  bound  to 

Laws  and  Behavior 

far  removed  from 

Golden  warm  African  sunshine 


And  living  now 
Still  living 
and  creating 
Beauty  in 

Dirty,  clustered  alleys 

By  hanging  poppy  filled  flower  boxes 

Over  rotten  window  sills. 

Overcoming  city  pollution  with 

Candles  softly  scented  by 

Natural  oils. 

Creating  beauty  in 

wide-eyed,  arch  eyebrowed, 

High  cheek  boned  children 

Whose  laughter  peels 

like  bells  of  a  thumb  piano. 

Sun  dancing  on  gold  skin  and 

Flashing  smiles. 

Yeah  Dahomian 
Yeah  Dahomian 

Sweet,  silent  Blues  people 
Laughin  with  Life. 

Cheryl  Lynn  White 


GOODBYE 

So  you  say  you  know  me 
How?  my  heart  breathes 
This  is  goodbye 
And  again  my  heart  cries 

Too  little  time  to  know 
So  little  time  to  let  you  go 
Leaving  for  another  season 
Say  goodbye  without  reason 

Too  many  things  to  forget 
So  easy 

Days  roll  by  to  crowd  me  out 
Remember  the  things  unsaid 

Goodbye  close  the  door 
No  ties  to  break 
Not  even  time  for  me 
To  even  the  score 

Ingrid  Freer h 


BLACK 


WHAT'S  THE  MATTER 
WITH  THIS  WORLD? 

Familes  are  fighting  some  are 

breaking  up 
People  just  don't  care  about 

their  brothers  and  sisters  no  more 
Blacks  killing  blacks 
Whites  killing  whites 
Little  girls  and  boys  being  shot,  raped 

and  kidnapped  by  their  own  kind 
Men  and  women  taking  dope 

and  smoking  joints 
Killing  and  bruising  their  children 

putting  them  in  hospitals 

it's  a  shame 
It  will  soon  put  us  in  our 

graves  before  our  time 

-Annette  Campbell 
age  13 


CONCLUSIVE 

as  I  lay  here  

head  tilted  toward  the  stars, 

1  wonder  about  my  own  legitimacy, 

being  true  to  so  many  causes 

yet  unceriain  about  their  elements 

in  lerms  of  lime  and  space 

how  hastily  I  dwell  into  serious  matters 
eluminating  my  curious  mind, 
splashing  into  focus  all  my 
precarious  significance 

But  before  my  day  ends, 

its  over  and  done  been 

running  into  tomorrow-by  now... 

never  concluding  anything  of  great  importance 

But  touching  on  the  branches  of  relevance- 
still  never  concluding  anything 
of  great  importance- 
I  began  to  notice- 
emotionally- 

But  touching  on  the  branches  of  relevance- 
still  never  concluding  anything 
of  great  importance- 
I  began  to  notice- 
emotionally- 

how  mechanical  I've  been  conditioned 
to  be-come. 
Now  I  am. 

gonna  have  to  begin  to 
unwind 

these  strings  of  priorties 

and  set  my  own  sophisticated  precedents, 

cause  in  time, 

and  in  space, 

I'll  be  free  again 

Terri  McMillan 


BLESS  EVERYTHING 

Bless  my  boyfriend's  hands  so  strong 

And  always  keep  them  where  they  belong 

Bless  his  hair  with  every  curl 

And  keep  him  away  from  other  girls 

Bless  his  face  that's  full  of  grace 

But  always  keep  him  in  his  place 

Bless  his  eyes 

They  always  shine 

Bless  and  keep  him  forever  mine 

-Gail  McAden 
Age  13 


What  would  we  be 
if  we  lost  our  minds 
if  we  lost  all  sense  of  being? 
Where  could  we  go 
without  thoughts  of  life- 
thoughts  of  others. 
What  would  the  world  be  like 
without  ideas  on  urban  renewal 
without  dreams  of  progress. 
Could  we  truly  exist,  happily 
in  such  a  society 
without  people  coming  up  with- 
so  many  bright  ideas? 
Perhaps  if  we  try... 


Theresa  C.  Pitter 
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EXPRESSIONS 


ANNIE  WITH  THE  WIG  ON 


January  1 


annie  with  the  wig  on 

and  i  played  together 

years  ago. ..when  the  world 

was  hide-and-seek  and  spin-the  bottle 

annie  with  the  red  lipstick  on 

doesn't  smile  much  now,  but 

she  did  then,  when  i  held 

her  up  to  the  moon  and  she  saw  her  reflection 

annie  with  the  false  eyelashes 
was  going  to  be  a  nurse 
just  in  case 

the  day  ever  came  when  i  would  need  her 

annie  with  the  sunken  eyes 

used  to  wink  at  me 

from  the  corner 

where  she  sat  in  sunday  school 

annie  with  the  bruised  heart 

used  to  dress  up  in  pink 

and  walk  across  town 

to  the  place  where  her  mother  worked 

annie  with  the  strange  lovers 
always  cried 

when  the  day  was  finished 

and  the  night  crept  through  her  window 

annie  with  the  scarred  face 
sleeps  late  every  morning 
and  has  taken 

all  the  mirrors  off  her  walls 

annie  with  the  wig  on 

used  to  laugh 

at  the  strange  way 

her  grandmother  prayed  for  her 

ted  thomas 


WHAT  HE  IS 

You, 

are  a  wise-fine  black  man, 
you. 

There  is  an  air  of  intensity 
around-about 
you. 

The  day  is  never  long  enough 
me  with  you, 

and  too  long, 

me  without  you. 


Entry  VII 
Pices-To  June 

if  i  asked  you. 
would  you  come? 

yes.  could  you  bear  me  again; 
your  lime 
your  effort 
your  emotion.' 

if  i  telephoned  and  said, 
"i  want  to  see  you." 

would  you  he  ready'.' 
to  fly 
to  sail 

in  walk  the  highways  of  my  heart? 

don't  just  nod, 

in  a  'maybe'  frame  of  mind. 

but-say  yes.  i  will  come, 
in  your  smile. 

if  i  asked  you,  today- 
to  come; 

would  you  be  here 
tomorrow? 

che' 


li  was  like  this  Day 

One  of  victory 

where  our  Heroes 

still  seeking  glory 

stopped  the  flow  of  blood 

everywhere  even  in  their  ranks 

Behind  this  red  flood 

there  was  a  lady 

not  she  of  the  Red  Bridge 

but  a  Soul 

that  the  slave  awaited 

like  a  Saving  Messiah. 

and  this  soul  that  he  longed  for 

ardentlv  relished 

was  LIBER  I  Y 

LIBERTY! 

The  slave  on  his  straw  with  an  unforseen  stroke 

saw  his  chains  without  bond 

anil  since  then  he  has  been 

Indeed,  this  crimson  lady 

w  ho  had  in  vain  sireiched  out  her  hand  to  him 

iliree  centuries  ago 


1  Janvier 

II  etail  comme  ce  Jour 

celui  de  la  vicloire 

ou  nos  Heros  toujours 

enquete  de  la  gloire 

ont  fan  cesser  le  sang 

partout  meme  dans  leur  rang 

Derriere  cette  cascade  rouge 

il  y  avail  une  dame, 

non  pas  celle  du  Pont-Rouge 

mais  une  Ame 

que  I'esclave  attendait 

comme  un  Messie  Sauveur. 

et  cette  ame  qu'il  voulait 

goutee  a\ec  ferveur 

etait  ...  la  LIBERTE 

LIBERIE! 

L'esclave  sur  sa  paille 

et  d'un  coup  imprevu 

vit  sa  chaine  sans  maille. 

el  depuis  il  a  vu 

Qui.  Cette  dame  empoupree 

qui  lui  lendail  la  main 

il  y  a  trois  siecle  en  vain. 


Paultre  Desrosiers 


Sweet  thoughts  I  employ, 
the  tender  moments  spent 
and  dreams 

are  not  just  meant 

for 
nights 
alone. 

But  day-is  like  sunshine--your  smile 

A  thousand  trumpets  blare-I  only  hear- 
at  the  sound  of  your  voice. 

Your  name  like  soft  peace 
lulls  me  in 

a  soothing  way, 

Like  moon  beams  glow-your  eyes- 
they  shed 

a  brilliant  light  on 

my  after  dark  days. 

And  yes,  of  course,  your  touch 
it  transmits, 
I  receive, 

I  tire  sometimes-of  using  words 
to  describe 

feelings. 

But  then  I  don't  always, 
Do  I? 


...AND  IN  THE  END 

I  he  bells  no  longer'  ring 

the  sea  no  longer  reflects  the  sky 

birds  no  longer  sing  their  chirping  melodies 

for  silence  has  come  over  them  all 

The  radio  remains  silent 
the  television  set  has  hut  an  empty  face 
lovers  no  longer  caress  in  the  moon-light 
for  they  loo  have  become  non-existant 

the  sun  no  longer  sets  in  the  West 
cause  the  earth  revolves  no  longer 

No  longer  are  the  cries  for  equality  fallen  upon  deaf  ears 
no  longer  are  the  opportunities  in  employment  sought 
in.  longer  will  there  he  racial  exploitation 
for  a  cure  has  been  found 

FOR  AT  LAST  THE  BLACK-MAN  HAS  INHERITED  THE 
I  \R  I  H 

AND  AROUND  ME  THERE  IS  SILENCE 


Yvette  Battle 


Dave  O.  Squires 
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Editorial: 
FROM  '  AFRO  '  TO  AFRICAN 

In  1968,  following  demands  by  Black  students,  the  Afro- 
\mcrhan  Institute  was  founded  at  Northeastern  University. 
I  he  establishment  of  Northeastern 's  Afro-Institute  was, 
among  other  things,  a  testimony  that  there  existed  on 
campus  the  need  for  a  place  where  people  of  African  descent 
could  meet  in  a  social,  cullral  and  academic  atmosphere 
condusive  to  them. 

A  nagging  problem,  however,  has  come  of  age,  and  is  now 
being  seriously  confronted. 

The  problem  has  to  do  with  the  name  of  the  Institute. 
Should  It,  at  a  time  when  more  and  more  Black  people  In 
America  prefer  to  call  themselves  Africans,  still  be  called  an 
Afro-Inslilule. 

The  name  of  the  Institute  could  be  viewed  as  a  mere 
matter  of  semantics.  But,  in  this  case  at  least,  semantics  is 
very  important. 

Firstly,  because  there  are  numerous  students  attending 
Northeastern  who  have  travelled  from  Africa  to  America  to 
study.  These  students,  of  course,  call  themselves  Africans. 
Because  the "  Institute  was  named  Afro-Institute  these 
students  viewed  it  as  something  exclusive  to  American's  born 
in  this  country  (generally  called  Afro-Americans).  In  thb 
instance  semantics  stood  between  Africans  born  in  Africa 
and  Africans  born  in  America.  Moreover  the  development  of 
unity  between  the  two  has  been  severely  hampered  by  the 
word  Afro. 

If  unity  is  to  grow  between  Africans  born  In  Alrica  and 
Alricans  born  in  this  country,  then  there  has  to  be  a  common 
ground  on  which  to  buIM.  Acknowledgement  of  the  fact 
that,  when  it  has  all  been  said,  Africans  are  Africans  and 
should  be  called  such  Is  a  good  beginning. 

Semantics  is  important  in  one  other  instance. 

If  the  Institute  is  to  fulfill  its  obligation  to  Black  people  at 
Northeastern,  and  this  includes  conscious  raising,  then  it  is 
important  that  the  Institute  initiate  changes  that  point  to  a 
development  of  awareness. 

The  Institute  staff  has  elected  to  change  the  name  of  the 
Institute  from  Afro-Institute  to  African-Institute. 

The  move  to  change  the  Institute's  name  was  initiated  by 
the  Students  of  the  African  Diaspora  In  Unity  (S.A.D.U.), 
whose  members  gathered  the  necessary  signatures  needed 
from  black  students  at  NU  and  then  presented  a  proposal  to 
president  Asa  Knowles. 

The  Onyx  Congratulates  S.A.D.U.  members  and  support 
their  effort. 

A  name  change,  in  truth,  does  not  mean  that  all  obstacles 
between  Africans  born  In  thb  country  and  Africans  born  in 
Africa  will  disappear.  But  it  is  a  healthy  step  toward 
removing  these  obstacles. 
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Vhii  thai  the  "energy  criaia" 
hus  tthiitcd  mmewhul  we  at  the 
D„,  (  mi*  more  eonfnsed  at  its 

Similarly,  the 
Federal  Energy  Office  places 
the  fundamental  burden  on 
the  people  to  alleviate  the 
energy  crisis,  despite  the  fact 
t hat  seventy  percent  of  all 
energy  consumed  in  the 
country  is  consumed  by  in- 
dustry, and  despite  the  fact 
thai  the  Office  of  Emergency 
Preparedness  in  a  1972  report 
judged  that  industry  could 
save  as  much  as  twenty-four 
percent  of  its  energy  use  -- 
without  any  loss  in  jobs  --  by 
improving  its  efficiency.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
energy  crisis  has  been  created 
by  conscious  industry  decision 
on  the  one  hand  and  abetted 
by  conscious  government 
decision  on  the  other.  Yet  it  is 
the  public  who  is  to  blame: 
We  drive  too  fast  and  too 
much,  and  it  is  we  who  have 
gotten  into  the  treasonous 
habit  of  heating  our  homes  in 
the  winter  time.  It's  the  most 
glorious  con  game  of  the  age. 

Watergate  at  least  was  a 
theft  in  the  night,  a  secret 
manifestation  of  govern- 
mental corruption.  The 
energy  crisis  however  is  bold 
'daylight  robbery.  And  then 
some. 

Historically,  the  oil  com- 
panies have  derived  their 
major  profit  from  their  ex- 
ploitative relations  to  oil- 
producing  countries.  Middle 
East  oil  is  appropriated  at 
extremely  low  cost  (it  costs 
one  dollar  to  produce  a  barrel 
of  oil  in  the  Middle  East  and 
North  Africa),  then  trans- 
ported, refined  and  sold 
throughout  the  industrialized 
world  at  highly  favorable 
profit  margins.  The  -  fun- 
damental exploitation,  then, 
has  historically  exbled  at  the 

■  point  of  production.  But  when 
the  oil-producing  countries 
began  to  revolt,  asking  for 
larger  shares  in  the  companies 
and  higher  prices  for  their  oil, 
it  meant  that  sooner  or  later 
the  burden  of  exploitation  had 
to  be  shifted  from  the  point  of 
production  to  the  point  of 
consumption  -  us. 

As  far  back  as  1970  the  oil 
companies  had  gotten  Nixon 
to  relax  anti-trust  statutes  so 
thai  (hey  "could  present  a 
united  front"  to  the  growing 
threat  of  Arab  nationalization. 
It  was  clearly  in  the  interests 
of  the  oil  companies  to 
minimize  their  dependency  on 
Middle  East  Oil  but  since  it 
cost  ten  to  twenty  times  more 
to  develop  new  oil  sources  at 
home  it  simply  wasn't 
economical,  i.e.  profitable,  for 
these  companies  to  launch 
new  exploration  at  the  existing 
cost  of  domestic  energy.  What 
they  began  to  do  was  to 
manipulate  oil  production  and 
distribution  to  set  the  stage  for 
a  "shortage"  which  could  then 
be  used  to  justify  a  rise  in 
prices.  They  had  to  proceed 
carefully  however  since  their 
oil  spills,  the  rising  concern 
about  pollution  and  the  six- 
year  environmentalist 
movement  had  eroded  much 
of  their  public  credit. 

In  1972.  they  held  oil 
production  down  to  eighty- 
two  percent.  At  the  same  time 
(hey  prevailed  upon  the 
government  to  maintain 
restrictions  against  oil  im- 
ports. 

Thus    the    United  States 


,ih iiifi  end  m  ii  •■  were  about  its 
vininne  bpfiinning.  Hut.  <th.  the 
Institute  "i  The  Black  "  '"■/(/.  in 
turned  down  three  and  a  half 
million  barrels  winch  Iran 
offered  in  '72.  In  addition  to 
holding  production  down,  the 
oil  companies  began  refining 
more  gasoline  than  home 
healing  oil  because  gasoline 
w  is  more  profitable.  This  was 
the  cause  of  (he  mild  shortage 
in  home  heating  fuel  ex- 
perienced in  1972  (It  is  also 
why  the  companies  brazenly 
insist  that  the  price  of  heating 
oil  must  be  made  equivalent  to 
(hat  of  gasoline  so  that  they 
will  have  appropriate  "in- 
centives" to  produce  it!) 

The  industry  position  in  a 
nutshell  was  that  they  were 
not  going  to  meet  the  energy 
needs  of  the  American  people 
at  the  going  price  of  energy; 
they  were  going  to  do  what 
was  most  profitable  for  them, 
including  cutting  back  on 
domestic  production  and 
utilizing  cheaper  Middle  East 
oil.  (In  early  "73,  oil  imports 
from  the  Middle  East  rose  to 
ten  percent  from  the  five 
percent  "72  level.)  Also,  much 
of  the  oil  that  was  produced 
was  going  to  be  sold  abroad 
for  maximum  profit.  (There 
was  a  284  percent  increase  in 
fuel  exports  in  '73). 

So  in  the  face  of  the  so- 
called  crisis  the  oil  industry 
shipped  three  times  more  fuel 
abroad  in  1973  than  in  1972.  In 
fact  they  shipped  8  million 
barrels  to  Europe  in  August. 
1973.  at  a  price  105  percent 
higher  than  that  of  the 
previous  year.  Two  months 
therefore  before  we  were 
assailed  with  the  news  of  the 
energy  crisis,  the  oil  com- 
panies were  blithly  selling  oil 
to  the  highest  bidder  with  no 
concern    for    the  "national 


the  following  analysis,  has  h-lped 
us  lircdtls  in  our  f ///<•■■  r  for  answers. 
This  h  part  in  a  nj  a  \eries. 

interest."  Of  course  it  wasn't 
appropriate  to  raise  the 
question  of  the  shortage  at 
that  time  because  then  they 
would  have  had  to  explain 
why  they  were  exporting  oil 
thai  was  needed  at  home. 
I  hey  have  gotten  around  that 
little  problem  now  by  the 
simple  expedient  of  refusing 
to  divulge  how  much  they  are 
selling,  lo  whom,  and  at  what 
price. 

Where  is  W.C.  Fields  now 
thai  we  truly  need  him? 

The  companies  thus  were 
prepared  for  Operation 
Energy  Crisis.  They  simply 
were  lacking  the  proper 
excuse.  The  Arab-Israeli  war 
and  the  subsequent  Arab 
embargo  provided  it.  But  the 
game  could  not  have  been 
pulled  off  without  the  willing 
consent  of  the  Administration. 
Its  motives  were  both  political 
and  economic. 

In  October,  the  month  of 
the  eruption  of  the  Middle 
East  war.  Nixon  was  sitting  on 
a  bombshell.  Over  three 
million  messages  calling  for 
his  impeachment  had  been 
sent  to  Congress  following  his 
firing  of  Cox  and  the 
resignations  of  Richardson 
and  K uckelshau s.  This  was  the 
largest  public  expression  of 
indignation  against  a  president 
in  America's  political  history. 
Nixon  was  desperately  seeking 
a  diversion.  He  had  already 
thrown  Agnew  to  the  wolves, 
and  tried  to  fabricate  one  fabe 
crisis  to  rally  the  country 
behind  him  when  he  (or 
Kissinger)  effected  the 
dubious  world-wide  alert  of 
practices.  In  one  short  year 
then  Simon  had  established 
(Con't.  on  pg.  7) 


Commentary: 
NIXON  NEAR  END  OF  TAPE 

by  Douglas  Holloway 
Onyx  Stall 

Time  is  running  out  for  President  Richard  Nixon,  as  the 
White  House  attacks  John  W.  Dean's  credibility  as  a 
"Watergate  witness." 

There  have  been  16  contradictions  cited  in  Dean's 
testimony  by  the  White  House  in  an  effort  to  dampen  im- 
peachment procedures. 

But  Nixon  is  near  the  end  of  his  tape. 

Although  the  32-page  "white  paper",  issued  by  the  White 
House  said  that  "Dean  made  substantive  statements  con- 
cerning the  President  that  do  not  accord  with  the  tapes; 
twelve  of  the  nation's  leading  law  professors  say  the  edited 
transcripts  of  the  White  House  recordings  support  an  im- 
peachment charge  of  obstruction  of  justice  against  the 
President. 

Three  of  the  professors  declined  to  comment  on  the 
transcripts,  but  none  of  them  accepted  the  White  House 
interpretation  of  the  tapes. 

"From  the  President's  own  mouth,  from  his  own  tapes," 
said  University  of  Chicago  constitutional  expert  Philip  B. 
Kurland,  "there  is  substantial  evidence  of  subornation  of 
perjury  and  obstruction  of  justice  in  the  payments  to  black- 
mailers." 

William  Cohen,  professor  of  law  at  Stanford  University, 
said,  "It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  believe  an  affidavit  from 
1 500  angels  that  the  President  is  telling  the  truth." 

During  the  last  week  of  April  the  38-member  House 
Judiciary  Committee  received  (hick  books  laying  out  the 
detailed  information  gathered  for  impeachment,  in  which  the 
committee  is  expected  to  vote  on  in  June. 

In  a  recent  Gallup  Poll  based  on  a  nation-wide  survey 
conducted  Thursday,  May  2,  694  adults,  who  heard  the 
President's  speech  Monday  night  or  who  read  part  of  the 
transcripts,  said  Nixon  has  become  "less  favorable  by  a  ratio 
of  3  to  l." 

In  that  same  poll.  38  percent  said  that  his  actions  are 
serious  enough  to  warrent  his  removal  from  the  Presidency, 
while  13  percent  expressed  no  opinion. 

With  the  patience  of  the  people  and  time  running  out 
Richard  Nixon  will  have  to  pull  a  fast  one  to  slip  out  of  the 
yoke  this  lime. 
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THE  BOOK  CORNER 
(suggested  reading) 

Black  New  Orleans,  1860-1880 

by  John  W.  Blassingame  $9.95  (the  University  of  Chicago 
Press) 

Black  Nationalism:  A  Search  For  Identity  in  America 

by  E.V.  Essien-Udom  $7.50  (the  University  of  Chicago  Press) 
Reminiscences  of  an  Active  Life:  The  Autobiography  of 
John  Roy  Lynch 

edited  and  with  an  introduction  by  John  Hope  Franklin 
S 1 2.7 S  (the  University  of  Chicago  press) 
Muslim  Brotherhoods  and  Politics  in  Senegal 
by  Lucy  C.  Behrman  $3.00  (the  Harvard  University  Press) 
The  United  Slates  and  North  Africa 

by  Charles  F.  Gallagher  $2.25  (the  Harvard  University 
Press) 

Strike  a  Blow  and  Die:  A  Narrative  of  Race  Relations  in 
Colonial  Africa 

by  George  Simeon  Mwase  edited  by  Robert  I.  Rotberg 
$2.75  (the  Harvard  University  Press) 
The  Autobiography  of  an  Unknown  South  African 
~   by  Naboth  Mohgatle  $4.41  (the  University  of  California 
Press) 

Jamaican  Leaders:  Political  Attitudes  In  a  New  Nation 

by  Wendell  Bell  $1.74  (the  University  of  California  Press) 
Black  Scare:  The  Racist  Response  to  Emancipation  and 
Reconstruction 

by  Forrest  G.  Wood  $1.93  (the  University  of  California 
Press) 

The  Last  Days  of  the  Sioux  Nation 

by  Robert  M.  Utley  $7.50  (the  Yale  University  Press) 
The  Police  and  the  Public 

by  Albert  J.  Reiss,  Jr.  $4.00  (the  Yale  University  Press) 
Communication  in  Africa:  A  Search  for  Boundaries 

by  Leonard  W.  Doob  $3.00  (the  Yale  University  Press) 


NEWS  -  IN  -  BRIEF 


THIS  WEEK 
IN  BLACK  HISTOR  Y 

Mon.,  May  13  --  Joe  Louis,  who  held  the  heavyweight  title 
for  1 1  years;  longer  than  any  other  man  born  1914. 

Tues.,  May  14  --  Stokely  Carmichael  elected  chairman  of 
the  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC). 
1966. 

Wed.,  May  15  -  Two  Black  students  were  killed  and  nine 
others  wounded  when  police  fired  into  a  group  of  Jackson 
State  College  students  in  Mississippi,  1970. 

Thurs.,  May  16  --  Stokely  Carmichael  named  head  of  the 
Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC), 
replacing  John  Lewis,  1966. 

Frl.,  May  17  •-  The  Supreme  Court  held  that  "separate 
educational  facilities  are  inherently  unequal"  in  the  Brown 
v.  Topeka  Board  of  Education  case  in  1954. 

Sat.,  May  18  -  Lewis  Temple,  a  slave,  invented  Temple 
Toggle  Harpoon,  important  to  the  whaling  industry,  died, 
1854. 

Sun.,  May  19  -  Malcolm  X  was  bom  in  1925. 


(Con't.  from  Pg.  6) 

THE  ENERGY  CRISIS, 


himself  as  a  champion  of  oil 
interests  within  the  Ad- 
ministration, so  of  course  he 
was  the  natural  man  chosen  to 
ride  herd  over  the  oil  industry. 
The  most  important  fact  about 
William  Simon  is  that  he  still 
holds  his  job  of  Un- 
dersecretary of  the  Treasury 
while  heading  up  the  federal 
Energy  Office.  So  we  are 
forced  to  ask  what  interests 
the  Treasury  Department 
might  have  in  this  whole 
affair. 

The  overriding  problem 
faced  by  the  national 
economy,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  the  Administration, 
has  been  the  balance  of 
payments  problem.  America 
has  been  importing  more  than 
she  has  been  exporting  with  a 
consequent  reduction  in  her 
monetary  reserves  and,  over 
the  past  thirty  months,  a  forty 
percent  depreciation  of  her 
dollar.  During  the  last  quarter 
of  1973,  however,  the  U.S. 
dramatically  reversed  its 
balance  of  payments  deficit 
and  the  dollar  rallied  to  its 
strongest  point  in  years.  What 
had  happened  was  that  the 
rising  cost  of  Middle  East  oil 
on  which  Western  Europe  and 
Japan  are  dependent  for 
eighty  percent  of  their 
petroleum  consumption  had 
seriously   undermined  the 


economics  of  those  nations. 
Since  the  United  States  is  only 
ten  percent  dependent  on 
those  sources  (contrary 
allegations  notwithstanding), 
what  it  can  tolerate  with  a 
little  austerity  (borne  ex- 
clusively by  the  people  of 
course),  is  a  death-blow  to 
Japan  and  Western  Europe. 
Since  in  addition  the  United 
States  is  the  world's  foremost 
oil  distributor,  these  same 
nations  must  convert  their 
currency  into  dollars  to  buy 
oil.  This  devalues  their 
currency,  builds  up  America's 
foreign  reserves,  reverses  the 
balance  of  payments  problem 
and  devalues  the  currencies  of 
her  foremost  industrial 
competitors. 

Through  the  oil  crisis 
therefore  America  b  bidding 
to  regain  her  position  as  the 
world's  foremost  economic 
power,  a  position  she  had  lost 
during  the  last  few  years  of 
attacks  on  the  dollar.  These 
are  the  real  stakes  of  the 
game. 

American  forces  after  the 
October  22nd  ceasefire  failure 
between  the  Arabs  and  Israel. 
When  that  ploy  failed  to 
puncture  political  resentment 
against  him.  he  jumped  on 
the  energy  crisis  bandwagon 
to  try  and  ride  that  horse  to 
safety. 


Doctors  Move 
Into  Construction 

In  Houston.  Texas,  an  all- 
Black  group  of  1 1  doctors  and 
a  pharmacist  got  into  the 
construction  business  by 
commissioning  a  $1.2  million 
fi\e-story  medical  center.  Dr. 
Paris  Branford.  president  of 
Medical  Associates,  one  of  the 
partnership  groups  behind  the 
center,  describes  it  as  "all- 
inclusive"  and  "serving  a  vital 
need." 

Black  Enterprise 
May.  1974 

Chisholm  Cleared 
Of  Charges 

Congresswoman  Shirley 
Chisholm  has  been  practically 
cleared  of  charges  that  she 
and  her  campaign  for 
President  Committee 
mishandled  funds.  The 
allegation  which  was  made  in 
a  10-page  report  by  the 
General  Congress  said  there 
were  "apparent  violations"  of 
federal  election  and  corporate 
regulations. 

From  the  beginning,  Ms. 
Chisholm  insisted  that  the 
investigations  were  merely  an 
attempt  by  the  Nixon  Ad- 
ministration "to  get  me"  and 
contended  that  she  had  been 
singled  out  for  "investigation" 
and  "harassment"  since  she 
had  taken  such  a  strong  in- 
dependent political  stand.  She 
was  extremely  critical  of  the 
Administration's  policies. 

By  State  Banner 
5-2-74 

High  Court 
Kills  Reverse 
Discrimination  Suit 

The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  on 
a  5  to  4  vote  sidestepped  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  and 
controversial  cases  to  come 


before  it  in  recent  years,  a 
case  involving  charges  of 
reverse  discrimination. 

The  court  declared  that 
because  a  white  student  who 
was  originally  denied  ad- 
mission to  the  University  of 
Washington  Law  School 
because  ol  .i  racial  quota 
favoring  Black  applicants  was 
later  admitted  and  now  set  to 
graduate,  the  whole  issue  was 
moot. 

Had  the  Supreme  Court 
agreed  to  hear  the  case,  its 
decision  could  have  had 
enormous  impact  on  "af- 
firmative action"  programs 
giving  preference  to 
minorities  in  hiring  and 
promotions  in  business  and 
government. 

Bay  State  Banner 
5-2-74 

"Zebra  Hunt" 
Denounced  By 
Black  Leaders 

San  Francisco's  Black 
community  is  in  an  uproar 
over  the  "gestapo  like"  tactics 
being  used  by  the  police  in 
their  search  for  the  alleged 
"Zebra"  killer,  who  is  being 
sought  in  connection  with  12 
white  killings  that  have  oc- 
curred in  the  last  five  months. 
They  claim  the  killer  is  a  black 
man.  It  is  this  contention  and 
the  tactics  being  used  to 
capture  the  alleged  killer 
which  have  sent  a  shock-wave 
of  anger  racing  through  the 
Black  community. 

Mayor  Joseph  L.  Alioto 
recently  announced  (hat  all 
Black  men  resembling  a  police 
department  sketch  of  the 
alleged  killer  would  be 
stopped  and  searched  by  the 
police.  He  called  upon  the 
Black  community  to 
cooperate  with  the  police  in 
the  searches." 
The  police  have  instituted  a 


"zebra-search  pass  system."  A 
Black  man  who  is  searched  is 
given  a  pass  which  stales  that 
he  has  submitted  to  the  zebra- 
search  personnel  iden- 
tification demand. 

The  San  Francisco  chapter 
of  the  NAACP  went  into 
federal  court  to  obtain  a 
temporary  restraining  order, 
as  well  as  a  permanent  in- 
junction against  the  massive 
"stop  and  frisk  tactics"  being 
used  by  the  police  in  an  at- 
tempt to  capture  the  alleged 
"Zebra"  killer. 

According  to  attorney  Cecil 
McGriff.  the  searches  clearly 
violate  the  fourth  and  fifth 
amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution which  guarantees  a 
citizen  protection  against 
"unlawful  search  and  seizure 
and  the  right  to  travel  freely." 
respectively.  McGriff  slated 
that  "it  is  a  badge  of  slavery  to 
single  out  Black  people  for 
searching  in  this  manner". 

Muhammad  Speaks 
5-3-74 


Nixon  And 
The  Tapes 

President  Nixon,  struggling 
to  escape  impeachment,  has 
yielded  1239  pages  of  edited 
transcripts  of  White  House 
tapes  that  show  him  trying  to 
keep  the  Watergate  burglars 
quiet  and  then  casting  about 
for  the  truth. 

The  transcript  reveals  that 
Mr.  Nixon,  on  his  own 
initiative,  discussed  ac- 
commodating blackmail 
demands  at  least  six  occasions 
during  the  meeting,  without 
once  suggesting  that  paying 
the  men  for  their  silence 
would  be  wrong. 

The  Boston  Globe 
5-1-74 
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'A  FICTION  WHOSE  TIME  HAS  COME 


The  give  away  to  Nixon's 
role  in  the  conspiracy  was  his 
firing  of  his  first  energy-czar, 
John  Love,  former  governor  of 
Colorado.  Love  had  begun 
instituting  public  conservation 
measures  in  his  state  long 
before  the  "crisis"  becift-.e  a 
national  problem.  (The 
evidence  suggests  that  the  oil- 
companies  deliberately 
disrupted  gasoline  distribution 
to  Colorado  in  retaliation 
against  its  environmentalist 
movement,  the  strongest  in 
the  country.)  Love  therefore 
had  some  experience  in 
adopting  the  kinds  of  people- 
regulating  policies  which  the 
Administration  wanted  to 
establish  nation-wide.  Love, 
however,  was  a  dupe  who 
didn't  understand  what  was 
really  going  down.  He  began 
to  believe  the  propaganda  and 
started  gearing  up  his^ 
bureaucracy  to  institute  gas 
rationing  (which  the  industry 
didn't  --  and  doesn't  -  want 
until  they  get  their  price:  75c  a 
gallon).  The  puppet  was  about 
to  goof  the  play,  so  he  had  to 
be  let  go.  To  the  rescue  came 
an  unknown  multi-millionaire 
named  William  Simon.  Now, 
who  is  William  Simon'.' 

Simon  is  a  Wall  Street 
investment  banker  who  was  a 
major  fund-raiser  for  Nixon's 
re-election  campaign.  He  gave 


Nixon  $15,000  of  his  own 
money,  raised  $100,000  from 
his  firm,  and  a  much  greater 
unspecified  amount  from  all 
over  Wall  Street.  As  a  reward 
for  his  services,  Simon  was 
made  an  Undersecretary  of 
the  Treasury  where  he  chaired 
the  Interagency  Oil  Policy 
Committee.  He  speedily 
identified  with  oil  company 
interests  by  influencing  the 
Cost  of  Living  Council  to 
modify  oil  regulations  so  that 
oil  importers  could  pass  on  to 
customers  whatever  prices 
they  had  to  pay  f^  foreign  oil. 
(Despite  the  fact  that  the 
companies  may  deduct  from 
their  income  taxes  all  costs  of 
foreign  taxation.) 

The  American  people  are 
just  pawns  in  this  international 
economic  war. 

The  energy  crisis  thus  has  a 


little  something  for  everybody 
-  except  the  people.  Profits 
for   the   industry   (plus  the 

coming  deregulation  of  gas 
pricing,  the  opening  of  oil 
shale  lands,  the  resumption  of 

off-shore  drilling.  the 
acquisition  of  the  Alaskan 
pipe-line,  the  relaxation  of  air 
pollution  standards,  etc..  etc.) 

a  national  emergency  under 
which  Nixon  hoped  to  bury  his 
Watergate  and  other  crimes 

and  (for  the  managers  of 
America's  international 
economy),  the  resumption  of 
world  power. 

The  energy  crisis  therefore 
was  a  fiction  whose  time  had 
come. 

(END  OF  SERIES) 


BLURB  OF  THE  WEEK 

"(expletive  deleted)  of  course,  I  am  not  dumb  and  I  will 
never  forget  when  I  heard  about  this  (adjective  deleated) 
forced  entry  and  bussing.  I  thought,  what  in  the  hell  Is  this? 
What  is  the  matter  with  these  people?  Are  they  crazy?  A 
prank!  But  it  wasn't!  It  wasn't  very  funny.  I  think  our 
Democratic-  friends  know  that,  too.  They  know  what  the  hell 
it  was  ...  They  didn't  think  I  would  be  involved  in  such 
sluff...They  think  I  have  people  capable  of  it.  And  Ihey  are 
correct,  in  that  (Charles)  Colson  would  do  anything. 

-President  Nixon  speaking  to  John  Dean.  From  the  edited 
transcripts  of  42  tape  recordings  of  conversations  between 
Nixon  and  his  aids. 
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12  Students 
Nominated  To 
Receive  Awards 


I  he  following  Black  Students  were  nominated  by  the  Staff 
of  the  African-American  Institute  to  receive  the  +DIrector's 
Award  and  the  +  Nguzo  Saba  Awards.  The  nominations 
were  made  at  a  staff  meeting  held  on  Friday,  May  3rd. 

Students  Nominated  lo  receive  the  Director's  Award 

Elsie  Allen 
Ileen  Dotson 
Ray  Guthrie 
Ted  Thomas 

Students  Nominated  to  Receive  the  Nguzo  Saba  Awards 

Kokayi  Alimayu  (Eric  Reynolds) 

Elsie  Allen 

Ileen  Dotson 

Eric  Eversley 

Joe  Feaster 

Cheryl  Gilkes 

Ray  Guthrie 

Pam  Hayes 

Harold  Hunte 

Marianne  Manns 

Ted  Thomas 

Linda  Walker 

+  The  Director's  Award  of  $100.00  is  made  annually  by 
(he  Director  of  the  African-American  Institute  lo  the  in- 
dividual  judged  by  the  director  to  be  the  most  outstanding 
Black  senior.  The  award  is  based  on  involvement  in  the 
African-American  Institute  programs  and  scholarship,  as 
well  as  interaction  with  the  community  at  large.  The  award  is 
presented  at  the  Awards  and  Unity  Banquet  in  June. 

+  Two  NgU7X)  Saba  Awards  are  presented  each  year  by 
the  African-American  Institute  to  the  Black  male  and  female 
who  have  proved  themselves  of  invaluable  service  to  the 
Black  community  of  Northeastern  University  and  Boston, 
I  he  aw  anl  is  in  the  amount  of  $100.00 and  is  presented  at  the 
Awards  and  Unity  Banquet. 

Elsie  Allen  and  Linda  Walker  are  missing  from  photos. 


ERIC  EVERSLEY 


CHERYL  GILKES 


PAM  HAYES 


HAROLD  HUNTE 


I  ANNE  MANNS 


TED  THOM  AS 
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UMOJA  IN  MUSIC 


"America  Morally  Bankrupt,"  Gregory 


DICK  GREGORY  (A  Doug  Holloway  Photo 

by  Douglas  Holloway 
Onyx  Staff 


The  Universal  Christian 
Association  for  the  Im- 
provement of  Black  People 
and  The  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.,  Afro-American  Center  of 
Boston  University  presented 
A  World  Black  Youth  Forum 
featuring  Dick  Gregory  as 
guest  speaker  Saturday,  April 
20th  at  3:00  in  the  George 
Sherman  Union. 

The  event  closed  the  two- 
day  forum.  Also  appearing 
were  Lamon  T.  Hunter,  of  St. 
Lukes  Corinthian  Church, 
Betty  Henderson  of  Berkley's 
College  of  Music  at  B.U.,  and 
Kenneth  Edison  from  the 
Program  Research  Office  at 
the  Martin  L.  King  Afro- 
American  Center,  New  York 
City's  Children's  Choir. 

Presiding  over  the  program 
was  Rev.  James  Streeter, 
founder  of  the  Universal 
Christian  Association  for  the 
Improvement  of  Black 
Ptople.  who  introduced 
Gregory  as  a  philanthropist, 
educator,  civil  rights  leader, 
and  father  of  10  children.  In 
his  opening  words  Gregory 
said  that  he  was  here  to  clear 
up  a  few  things  and  shed  some 
light  on  others. 

Speaking  informally  to  the 
audience  of  around  2000. 
Gregory  said  that  he  had  been 
over  to  see  a  friend  at  M.I.T. 
to  find  out  who  was  getting 
searched  in  San  Francisco  for 
the  murder  of  12  whites  since 
November.  Gregory  said,  that 
he  went  to  a  computer  to  find 
this  information  because  you 
can't  program  bigotry  into  a 
computer.  The  results  of  the 
program,  Gregory  said, 
showed  who  wasn't  getting 
searched,  white  folks,  babies, 
fat  people  and  ex-slaves. 

Turning  to  Nixon  Gregory 
said,  "Nixon  never  lied  to  us, 
you  must  admire  him  for  that. 
Because  the  first  thing  he 
said  he  would  do  when  elected 
president  was  take  crime  off 
the  streets.  Nixon  is  at  the 
point  now  where  he  can't 
appear  on  T.V.  to  talk  about 
anything  to  shift  attention 
from  Watergate  because  it  is 
the  lesser  of  his  evils  to  date. 

"Ain't  no  more  poor  folks 


food,"  Gregory  remarked, 
"because  the  price  of  pigs  feet 
is  so  high  people  call  it  "Mr. 
Pigs  Feet."  Now  it  is  a  luxury 
to  even  eat  onions  because  the 
price  has  gone  up  to  almost  a 
dollar  a  dozen,  he  added. 

Gregory  expressed  his 
gratitude  to  all  the  white 
youths  of  today,  "Now  the  old 
whites  won't  go  around  lying 
on  us  24-hours  a  day." 

They  (and  whites)  bad 
mouth  the  way  we  talk, 
Gregory  said,  "don't  matter 
what  you  sound  like,  just  as 
long  as  you  communicate." 
When  Black  people  came  to 
this  country  they  spoke  pure 
Swahili,  we  learned  our 
english  from  a  bad-talking 
white  boy,  Gregory  explained. 
"You  talk  your  way  and  I'll 
talk  mine,  leave  me  alone,"  he 
exclaimed. 

Gregory,  a  firm  believer  in 
spirituality  said  that  religion 
and  Christianity  mean  nothing 
unless  you  are  spiritual.  The 
universal  order  he  explained, 
does  not  deal  with  complexity, 
but  with  simplicity  and  "its 
time  to  quit  playing  games 
with  it." 

Referring  to  the  "Zebra 
Searches"  Gregory  said,  the 
Boston  strangler  tried  killing 
every  woman  he  saw  but  the 
police  didn't  stop  and  search 
white  people  at  random.  It  is 
time  the  people  understand 
what's  going  on  because  the 
whole  thing  is  government 
involved.  "As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  F.B.I,  had  known  about 
the  Hearst  kidnapping-  by  a 
note  they  received  on  January 
5th,"  he  said. 

America  is  in  trouble 
because  it  is  morally 
bankrupt.  The  most  christian 
country  in  the  world  is  the 
only  country  where  bigotry 
reigns  supreme,  Gregory 
continued.  Any  time  an 
oppressed  people  identify  with 
the  opresser,  something  has  to 
be  wrong. 

Standing  at  the  end  of  the 
stage  and  pointing  his  finger  at 
the  audience,  he  said, 
"universal  god  will  deal  with 


you  just  like  the  kids  of  today 
have". 

He  added,  "in  four  years  80 
percent  of  the  population  in 
this  country  will  be  dead." 

"Today,  we  complain  about 
paying  57c  for  a  gallon  of 
gasoline  to  put  in  our  dead 
automobiles,  but  we  don't  say 
anything  about  paying  $1.85 
for  a  gallon  of  milk  for  our  live 
babies.  Pretty  soon  poor 
people  won't  be  able  to  buy 
the  food  that  they  need  and 
there  will  be  a  run  on  the  food 
markets.  Think  about  it,  it's 
time  to  stop  playing  games," 
Gregory  said. 

•  Gregory  said,  "the 
President  said  that  he  will  not 
grant  immunity  for  the  draft 
dodgers,  but  yet  he  wants 
immunity  granted  for  the 
Watergate  defenders." 

"The  grand  jury  thai 
handed  indictments  to  the 
Watergate  defenders  was  98 
percent  Black,"  Gregory 
remarked. 

Concluding  Gregory  said, 
"The  day  for  games  is  over 
those  who  don't  understand 
what  I  mean  will  see  it  in  90 
days.  If  you  can  deal  with  it 
you  will  get  by,  if  you  can't 
you  won't." 

At  a  press  conference  after 
the  program  Gregory  said  that 
his  phone  is  tapped  24  hours  a 
day  and  that  he  has  been 
audited  8  of  the  past  9  years  by 
the  I.R.S. 

"The  only  reason  they 
haven't  killed  me  is  because 
I've  told  it  all,  they  (the 
government)  would  rather  try 
and  dirty  me  up,"  he  said. 

Gregory  also  said,  "we  as 
Black  folks  must  support 
groups  like  the  NAACP, 
SCLC,  etc.,  because  we  must 
have  someone  to  support  us." 

Prior  to  concluding  the 
conference  Gregory  said, 
"The  government  thought  by 
killing  King.  Blacks  would 
burn  up  many  cities  across  the 
country,  which  would  give 
them  cause  to  administer  law. 
"Charles  Manson  was  well 
aware  of  the  government's 
strategy,"  he  said,  "whites 
wanted  to  create  acts  of 
violence  and  blame  them  on 
other  people  (blacks)." 


The  United  Community 
Construction  Workers  has 
opened  a  Coffee  House  for  all 
Third  World  Students. 

The  Coffee  House,  which  is 
located  at  434  Blue  Hill  Ave., 
Roxbury,  includes  a  music 
room,  pool  table,  card  table 
and  Kitchen,  in  addition  to 
workshops  where  thoughts, 
ideas  and  political  aspirations 
can  be  discussed.  Other  ac- 
tivities include  poetry  reading 
and  other  expressions  of 
creative  talent.  Beer  will  be 
served  for  .50c. 


ENGINEERING  AND 
SCIENCE  GETTING 
NEXT  TO  YOU? 

Check  Out  The 
Afro-American  Institute's 
Engineering  Workshop 

Saturdays 
JO  a.m.  to  5  p.  m. 
Tutoring  offered  in  all 
areas  of  engineering  & 
related  disciplines 


by  BobGlttens 
Onyx  Staff 

It  is  rare  nowadays, 
especially  in  the  Boston  area, 
to  lind  a  good  atmosphere  in 
which  to  enjoy  a  presentation 
of  Black  music.  But  every  now 
and  then  the  opportunity  does 
preseni  itself.  On  Wednesday 
April  3.  the  New  England 
Conservatory  of  Music 
provided  one  of  these  op- 
portunities by  hosting  a 
concert  in  Jordan  Hall  by 
Umoja  -  The  Collective  Black 
Ensemble. 

Thanks  to  the  Ensemble 
and  the  N.E.C.M.  all  the 
ingredients  necessary  for  a 
beautiful  evening  of  Black 
Music  were  present. 

The  musicians  are  some  of 
the  best  around.  The  En- 
semble is  headed  by  a  brother 
named  Mtune  who  can  deal 
with  the  Congas  and  tonette 
horn.  The  rest  of  this  all-star 
line-up  included  Andy  Bey 
and  Jean  Cam,  vocals;  Stanley 
Cowell,  piano;  Billy  Hart, 
drums;  Jabale,  Percussion; 
Jimmy  Heath,  Reeds;  Leroy 
Jenkins,  violin;  Asan 
Lawrence,  Sax;  Buster 
Williams,  bass;  Reggie  Lucas, 
guitar;  Reggie  Workman, 
bass;  Andre  Srobert,  per- 
cussion; and  John  Shuttlefield, 
Reeds. 

A  more  talented  group  is 


hard  to  come  by  and  the  music 
showed  this.  Although  each  of 
the  musicians  is  a  star  in  his 
own  right,  ii  seemed  that  no 
one  was  trying  to  out  perform 
anyone  else  and  the  feeling  of 
UMOJA  (unity)  was  clearly 
present. 

The  program  included  a 
variety  of  pieces,  each  with  a 
different  message  including 
one  called  Alkebu  Lan  which 
means  Land  of  the  Blacks. 
Before  each  piece.  Mtune 
gave  a  short  introduction  to 
the  music. 

For  example,  before  the 
piece  No  Words,  he  explained 
that  it  was  designed  so  the 
vocalists  could  show  the 
beauty  of  the  human  voice  as 
a  musical  instrument. 
Therefore,  they  would  sing, 
but  were  not  allowed  to  use 
any  words  so  the  audience 
could  deal  with  the  quality  of 
the  singing  without  any  "stale 
statements." 

The  "hippest"  part  of  the 
whole  thing  was  that  it 
allowed  Black  music  to  be 
performed  in  an  atmosphere 
where  people  came  to  really 
hear  the  music. 

It  didn't  cost  $4.00  and  a 
drink  (the  show  was  free)  and 
the  musicians  were  willing  and 
able  to  perform  and  convey 
their  message  to  the  audience. 
I  hope  that  it  all  happens 
again. 


Shockley's  Theory: 
Perpetuating  Racism 


During  the  last  year, 
numerous  debates  have  taken 
place  as  to  the  validity  of  Dr. 
William  Shockley's  theory 
that  Black  people  are 
genetically  inferior  to  white 
people. 

The  presentation  of  this 
theory  seemed  to  arouse 
concern  among  various 
groups,  especially  those  in 
academic  cricles.  Statements 
such  as  "how  could  he  say 
such  a  thing",  or  "that  has 
been  disproven"  were 
reiterated. 

The  media's  efforts  to  give 
coverage  to  opposing  views, 
along  with  the  "I'm  so  sorry's" 
of  numerous  groups  of  people, 
resulted  in  most  persons  being 
lulled  back  to  sleep.  Con- 
sequently, no  one  seems  to 
have  asked  "what  is  it  that  is 
occurring  in  society  that 
causes  persons  to  feel  justified 
in  perpetuating  racist 
theories"? 

Is  Shockley  sp,  unique  and 
original  that  he  is  the  only 
person  who  believes  that 
Black  people  are  genetically 
inferior  to  white  people? 

When  one  examines  the 
various  institutions  operating 
in  America,  one  realizes  that 
one  of  the  most  effective 
'means  of  perpetuating  the 
ideology,  customs,  and  beliefs 
of  American  society  are 
educational  institutions- 
schools.  Close  examination  of 
the  average  public  school  that 
exists  in  Black  and  other  low 
income  communities  indicates 
that  Shockleyism  is  imbedded 
within  its  structure. 

Using  Bay  Area  high 
schools  as  a  model,  one  finds 
that  the  racist  idea  that  Black 
people  are  genetically  inferior 
to  white  people  is  imbedded  in 


the  school  curriculum.  Instead 
of  sophomores  being  enrolled 
in  biology  classes,  they  are 
often  automatically  assigned 
to  courses  which  are  below 
grade  level  (science  survey). 

Instead  of  being  placed  in 
math  or  other  courses  which 
would  enable  students  to 
develop  their  intellectual  and 
creative  abilities,  they  are 
often  restricted  from  taking 
anything  other  than  shops, 
clothing,  and  foods. 

Instead  of  positive  attitudes 
about  learning  being  en- 
couraged, the  "let  me  take 
this,  it's  easy"  mentality  is 
perpetuated  by  the  school 
personnel. 

In  most  of  these  schools, 
there  may  be  only  1  or  2 
sections  for  a  Spanish  or 
French  class.  Swahili  is  not 
usually  offered.  There  may  be 
1  or  2  sections  of  chemistry 
with  5  to  15  students  enrolled. 
There  may  be  1  or  2  sections 
of  algebra,  geometry,  physics, 
and  trigonometry.  Except  for 
Black  history,  the  Black 
curricula  is  nil. 

One  of  the  standard 
arguments  for  this  pathetic 
situation  is  that  many  of  the 
students  (which  is  also  true  for 
their  while  counterparts)  have 
reading  and  math  scores 
which  are  below  grade  level. 
Therefore,  the  curricula  is 
siructured  below  grade  level. 

No  one  ever  deals  with  the 
procedures  necessary  to  bring 
students  up  to  and  above 
grade  level.  No  one  ever  asks 
or  iries  to  correct  the  con- 
ditions that  cause  students  to 
be  below  grade  level. 

One  of  the  primary  reasons 
that  most  Black  students  test 
below  grade  level  is  that  the 
(Con't.  on  pg.  12) 
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Panel  Discusses  Problems  Of  Black  Youth 


by  Mark  Travis 
On  NX  Staff 

"Problems  that  Black 
Youths  in  America  face 
Today,"  was  the  title  of  a 
panel  discussion,  held  Friday, 
April  19,  at  Boston  Univer- 
sity's George  Sherman  Union. 

The  panel  was  sponsored  by 
the  Universal  Christian 
Association  for  the  Im- 
provement of  Black  People 
and  the  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.  Afro-American  Center,  at 
BU. 

The  panel  was  part  of  the 
World  Black  Youth  Forum 
which  was  held  April  19 
through  the  20,  at  BU. 

Besides  a  discussion  of 
"Problems  Facing  Black 
Youth  in  America  Today," 
various  other  topics  were 
discussed  in  other  panels. 

The  topics  included 
"problems  Facing  Black 
youth  Youths  in  Education 
Today"  and  Problems  Facing 
Black  Youths  in  Business  and 
Industry." 

Many  distinguished  guest 
speakers  attended  the  forum 
including  activist  Dick 
Gregory  and  Rev.  James 
Streeter,  founder  and 
president'  of  U.C.A. 

"Problems  Facing  Blacks  in 
America  Today"  was 
moderated  by  Albert  Johnson, 
a  senior  at  BU  and  Bonnie 
Nance,  who  was  program 
coordinator. 

Guest  panalists  were  Rev. 


James  Streeter.  Kev.  Floyd 
Flake,  and  Rev.  Alvan 
Johnson  of  the  B.U.  School  of 
Theology;  Leroy  B.  Chase. 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  the 
Boston  Police  Department, 
Anthony  Sheppard  of  the 
Cambridge  Latin  and  Latin 
School;  and  Rev.  Lamon 
Hunter,  pastor  of  Saint  Lukes 
Christian  Church. 

Reverand  Streeter, 
speaking  first,  said  that  his 
ultimate  goal  is  to  have  a 
Black  mayor  in  every  city,  a 
Black  sheriff  in  every  county, 
a  Black  governor  in  every 
state,  a  Black  secretary  in 
every  U.S.  cabinet,  a  Black 
vice-president  and  a  Black 
President  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

During  his  discussion  Rev. 
Streeter  drew  attention  to  the 
labor  structure  in  23  cities  and 
towns  in  the  Boston  area. 

Statistics  from  the  23  cities 
and  towns  showed  that  there 
are  approximately  3,983  white 
firemen  and  28  Black.  Ac- 
cording to  the  statistics  there 
are  4,145  white  policemen  but 
only    74    Black  policemen. 

The  statistics  revealed  there  are  838 
white  slate  policemen  as  opposed  to 
9  Black  slate  policemen. 

On  college  campuses  and 
Universities  there  are  16,904 
white  professors  but  a  low  899 
of  the  educators  are  Black. 

Rev.  Streeter  recognized 
agencies  that  were  actively 
recruiting  minorities. 


LITTLE  CITY  HALLS 
TAKE  ON  BIG  JOB 


by  Michael  (Hal)  Williams 
Onyx  Staff 

In  dealing  with  issues  in  the 
community,  whether  it  is 
complaints  about  landlords -or 
questions  about  voter 
registraion,  Boston's  little  city 
halls  have  been  responsive  in 
trying  to  solve  community 
problems. 

The  little  city  halls  was  one 
of  the  first  programs  initiated 
by  Boston  Mayor  Kevin  White 
when  he  was  elected  to  office 
in  1968. 

Little  city  halls  began  as  a 
result  of  the  Warren  Com- 
mission's Report  on  Cities 
which  said  that  there  was 
voter  alienation  in  cities  and 
centers  should  be  located 
throughout  the  communities 
to  deal  with  the  complaints 
and  problems  of  the  residents. 

The  manager  of  Beacon 
Hill-Back-Bay-Fenway  Little 
City  Hall,  Stuart  Robbins,  said 
that  the  current  issues  they  are 
dealing  with  are  "institution 
expansion  (which  includes 
Northeastern  University), 


Urban  Renewal,  Apartment 
Evictions,  Garbage  Removal 
and  anything  else  relevant  to 
the  community." 

Mr.  Robbins  believes  the 
main  goal  of  the  little  city  hall 
he  manages  is  finding  out 
"what  is  best  for  the  city  and 
the  community." 

Mr.  Robbins  is  an  alumnus 
of  Northeastern,  1971,  and 
feels  that  little  city  halls  will 
open  up  the  idea  of  De- 
centralization of  cross-city 
government. 

What  Robbins  means  by  de- 
centralization is  that  com- 
munity agencies  will  work  out 
of  Little  City  Hall  instead  of 
one  central  place. 

In  the  future  city  inspectors 
and  officials  will  be  working 
out  of  little  city  halls,  allowing 
them  more  commitment  to 
their  particular  community 
Robbins  maintains. 

The  role  of  little  city  halls 
will  grow  as  individual 
communities  seek  a  greater 
voice  in  determining  what  is 
best  for  their  community 
Robbins  concluded. 


The  African-American  Institute's  Second  Annual  Unity  and 
Awards  Banquet,  to  be  held  June  t,  1974  at  Northeastern 
University,  will  feature  a  "soul  food  menu"  catered  by  a 
community-based  Black  restaurant. 


The  Onyx  congratulates  sister  Terri  McMillan  of  Oakland 
Calif.,  who  won  this  year's  essay  contest  sponsored  by 
Essence  magazine.  Ms.  McMillan,  whose  poetry  has 
frequently  appeared  on  the  Black  Expressions  pages  oi  the 
Onyx,  will  spend  the  summer  in  New  York  City  writing  for 
the  nationally-known  Black  woman's  Magazine. 

Ms.  McMillan  is  a  sociology  major  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Berkeley. 


The  agencies  named  were 
Greyhound  Bus  Co.,  Sears  and 
Robuck  Co..  American 
Airlines.  Gillette  Co..  General 
Electric  Co..  Poloroid  Co., 
Firestone  Tire  Co.,  and 
Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Co. 

Corporations  such  as  Filens, 
Gilchrist,  Jordan  Marsh,  Blair 
Market  and  the  First  National 
Bank  are  some  of  the  agencies 
that  have  not  done  any  large 
scale  recruiting  of  minorities 
according  to  Rev.  Streeter. 

Rev.  Streeter  claims  that 
the  difference  between  the 
N.A.A.C.P.  and  the  U.C.A.  is 
that  the  U.C.A.  works  solely 
with  equal  employment  and 
works  on  a  much  narrower 
scale  than  the -N.A.A.C.P. 

Another  speaker.  Rev. 
Floyd  Flake  said  that  the 
Martin  Luther  King  Center  at 
BU  grew  out  of  the  protests  of 
Black  students  and  because  of 
the  national  uprisings  due  to 
indignities  that  Black  people 
have  suffered  in  this  country. 

Rev.  Flake  believes  that 
there  exists  a  negative  at- 
titude in  certain  concerns  that 
Black  people  can't  excel  in 
academics.  And  that  Black 
students  could  not  go  to  better 
educational  institutions 
because  of  the  lack  of 
economic  resources. 

Rev.  Flake  held  that  Black 
people  must  realize  their  own 
capabilities      and  apply 
themselves. 
"  W^as^^eorjU^TU^^each^ 


a  level  of  concerned  and 
consciousness  so  that  the 
death  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  won't  be  in  vain."  Rev. 
Flake  exlaimed. 

Deputy  Superintendent 
Leroy  B.  Chase  who  has  spent 
25  years  on  the  Boston  police 
force  listed  for  area's  he  felt 
were  important  to  Black 
Youth.  Chase  believe's  that  if 
Black  Youths  are  to  reach 
their  goals  they  must,  first, 
explore  the  educational 
system;  secondly,  Black 
Youths  must  have  racial  pride 
and  integrity. 

Thirdly,  develope  an 
economic  base  and,  lastly,  en 
activist  in  the  political  arena. 

Deputy  Chase  maintained 
that  in  the  political  arena 
Black  youths  must  not 
become  discouraged  with 
politics. 

He  said  that  leaders  should 
be  explored  to  see  if  they  are 
"Uncle  Toms",  or  out  for 
personal  gain.  Black  Youths, 
he  concluded,  should  select 
the  person  they  believe  the 
best  qualified  to  lead. 

Anthony  Shepard  says  that 
"He  is  not  going  to  stop 
pushing  'til  he  reaches  his  goal 
and  he  hopes  no  Black  person 
stops  'til  they  reach  their 
goals". 

Sheppard  also  said 
that    Blacks    do    have  an 
initiative  to  push. 
Rev.  Johnson  said  that  the 


problems  of  Black  youth  in 
America  begin  in  the  womb 
because  there  is  a  lack  of 
prenatal  care. 

Rev.  Johnson  said  lack  of 
prenatal  care  causes  brain 
damage  and  can  cause 
defective  eyesight  in  a  child. 

These  prenatal  factors  are 
reasons  thai  keep  a  child  from 
achieving  basic  academic 
skills  in  school. 

Rev.  Johnson  believes  that 
there  should  be  a  Black  un- 
derstanding of  what  a  Black 
family  is  and  that  there  should 
be  unity  within  the  family. 

Johnson  feels  that  but  there 
is  danger  in  an  over  protective 
family  because  a  over- 
protective  family  might  force 
a  youth  to  look  to  drugs  or 
sex. 

You  have  to  let  children 
face  their  own  problems  Rev. 
Johnson  maintains. 

Rev.  Johnson  held  that  the 
family  should  put  emphasis  on 
moral  consciousness  and 
ethics.  One  reason  is  because 
you  can't  have  a  leader  with- 
out  any  ethics. 

Reverand  Hunter,  the  last 
speaker,  said  that  we  need  a 
guidance  that  is  not  physical 
but  rather  a  consciousness 
that  comes  from  God. 

Rev.  Hunter  concluded  that 
"we  must  learn  that  we  are 
Black  men  and  our  women  are 
Black  Women.". 


Communications  Symposium 


BOB  PINDERHUGHES  conducts  a  Workshop  in  The  Black  Press  As  Alternative  to  the 
Established  Media.  Mr.  Pinderhughes  is  a  reporter  for  the  Bay  State  Banner. 


(Bob  Gittens  Photos) 


From  left  -  Maurice  Lewis 
(Black  News),  Al  Williams 
(Radio  Station  WILD)  and 
Marc  Holmes  hold  work- 
shop in  the  Media  Personality 
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FRATERNITY  MEMBERS  AT  NU  SPEAK 


IOTA  PHI  THETA 


Jerome  McKinnon.  76  CJ, 
who  is  Vice-President  of  Iota 
Phi  Thela's  Omicron  Chapter, 
says:  "Just  as  Iota  has  grown  in 
population  in  the  New 
England  area,  we  should  put 
equal  emphasis  on  developing 
ourselves  in  community  affairs 
and  i  he  promotion  of 
hrotherhood." 

Iota  Phi  rhela  fraternity 
first  hit  the  New  England  area 
on  May  9.  1973.  The  fraternity 
was  composed  of  34  college 
students  from  Northeastern 
University,  Boston  College 
and  Boston  University. 

Since  March  the  brothers  of 
"the  brown  and  gold"  have 
extended  themselves  beyond 
the  boundaries  of  the  "grand 
chapter*'  located  at  N.U. 

Iota  paraphernalia  worn  on 
any  given  day  by  Iota  brothers 
may  be  spotted  and  chants  of 
"Iota  Phi  Theta  is  the  best 
fraternity  in  the  land"  can  be 
heard  on  several  college 
campuses. 

The  reason  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  fraternity  is 
because  of  many  additional 
members  and  charter  chapters 
under  Iota  Phi  Theta  In- 
corporation. 

One  new  charter  addition  is 
American  International 
College,  which  is  located 
about  100  miles  outside  of 
Boston.  A. I.C.  now  has  eight 
full-pledged  members  on 
campus.  Their  "line  name"  is 
the  Magnificent  Eight,  and 
their  charter  chapter  name  is 
Epsilon. 


by  Mark  Travis  Onyx  Staff 

Another  Charter  addition  is 
Boston  College.  Boston 
(  ollege's  line  name  is  the 
Foreign  Legion  and  their 
charter  chapter  line  name  is 
Sigma  Chapter.  This  chapter  is 
composed  of  five  brothers  all 
Boston  College  students. 

c  raig  Stewart,  a  political 
science  major  at  B.C.  and 
Polaris  of  B.C.'s  first  charter 
chapter  comments;  "Even 
though  Iota  s  are  not  heavily 
concentrated  on  this  campus. 
Iota's  can  bring  this  campus 
much  closer  together." 

Craig  said  that  the 
"sweethearts  and  brothers  just 
working  together  has  brought 
a  unity  that  is  so  badly  needed 
on  this  campus." 

The  pledging  activities  of 
Northeastern's  campus  has  by 
no  means  been  stiffled.  There 
have  been  two  other  lines 
pledged  on  N.U.'s  campus 
since  the  original  charier 
chapter  started  in  March  1973. 

The  second  line  pledge  on 
N.U.'s  campus  was  Pharoh's 
Army.  This  line  consisted  of 
13  brothers  from  N.U.  The 
"going  over"  date  was  of- 
ficially marked  as  Dec.  13, 
1973. 

Donald  Winters,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Amehweh 
line  explained;  "The  function 
of  Iota  is  to  bring  unity  among 
Black  people.  This  can  be  best 
obtained  by  Black  people 
working  together  such  as  the 
brothers  and  sweethearts 
relationship." 

Anthony    Grahm,    a  NU 


Nikki  Giovanni  Speaks  At 
Distinguished  Speakers  Series 

by  Douglas  Holloway 
Onyx  Staff 

"Like  a  ripple  on  a  pond,"  said  Nikki  Giovanni,  as  she 
began  reading  the  title  poem  of  her  new  album  with  the 
warmth,  love  and  sensitivity  which  evolved  from  her  in- 
volvement in  the  totality  of  Black  life. 

Before  reading  her  poetry  Nikki  addressed  the  students 
and  community  people  who  had  crowded  into  NU's  alumni 
Auditorium,  she  talked  about  relevant  events  of  today,  but 
first  playfully  apologized  for  not  wearing  a  dress  for  the 
Distinguished  Speakers  Series. 

"Nixon  has  to  be  impeached,"  Nikki  said,  "I  have  been  in 
support  of  his  impeachment  since  1969,"  partly  because  of  a 
floating  bet  with  a  friend  she  added. 

About  the  Patty  Hearst  kidnaping  Nikki  said,  "It, is  all 
bedroom  politics,  people  are  concerned  whether  or  not  she  is 
sleeping  with  a  Black  man." 

"Nothing  in  life  is  free,  and  if  in  10  years  all  the  people  who 
ate  thai  free  food  issued  by  Hearst  are  sterilized  they  will  say, 
the  white  man  tricked  us,"  Nikki  said.  The  SLA  is  a  counter- 
revolutionary group,  which  deserves  no  support,  she  added. 

"Something  is  wrong  if  some  one  can  do  something  in 
Black  folks  name  and  get  away  with  it.  We  speak  about 
things  too  late.  San  Francisco  is  just  a  test  case.  If  we  don't 
think  about  our  future  no  one  else  will,  we  must  speak  and  do 
for  ourselves,  this  is  logic,"  Nikki  said. 

"It  is  time  now  for  Black  people  to  start  to  respect  the 
mind  and  what  it  can  do,  or  we  as  a  people  will  be  in  a  lot  of 
trouble,"  she  added. 

Nikki  read  many  of  her  poems,  which  expressed  her  love 
for  Black  people  and  life.  She  writes  in  free  verses  and  is 
currently  working  on  two  new  books  to  add  to  her  12  others. 
Along  with  being  an  author  she  is  also  the  mother  of  a  son, 
I  ommy. 

Nikki  has  a  love  for  gospel  music  and  has  recorded  an 
album  with  Aretha  Franklin's  musicians  playing  gospel  music 
for  her  in  the  background. 

In  her  closing  remarks  she  said,  "Black  students  are  not 
doing  their  job  and  some  day  you'll  find  yourself  40,  fat,  and 
lonely.  But  if  you  take  care  of  business  now,  some  day  you'll 
be  40.  fat.  intelligent  and  with  everyone  to  talk  to." 


history  major  and  a  member 
of  Iota  Phi  Theta  said  that 
Iota's  are  individualists.  He 
also  feels  that  it  takes  a  di- 
verse field  of  people  to  make 
an  organized  body 

Grahm  said  "you  need 
different  voices  and  goals 
from  people  to  have  a  suc- 
cessful body."  From  there  you 
can  generalize  what  is  the  best 
way  in  improving  any 
fraternity  Graham  conduced. 

Shelly  Stewart,  secretary  of 
NU's  chapter  said  "although 
we  have  expanded  ourselves 
in  number,  our  main  objective 
is  the  promotion  of 
brotherhood  on  campus 
because  numbers  do  not  make 
a  brother." 

Besides  Iota's  expansion, 
and  the  promotion  of 
brotherhood  on  the  college 
campuses,  the  Fraternity  is  in 
the  process  of  working  outside 
of  the  boundaries  of  the 
campus.  Implementing  a  big 
brother  program  in  the 
Roxbury  community  and 
sponsoring  a  bus  ride  to  the 
Penn  Relays  to  be  held  in  the 
latter  part  of  April  are  two 
Iota  programs  that  reach 
beyond  the  immediate 
campus. 

Iota  Phi  Theta  has  become 
the  first  Black  fraternity 
recognized  on  Northeastern's 
campus.  The  official 
acknowledgement  as  a  full- 
fledged  fraternity  was  on 
January  14.  1974  by  the  Inter- 
Fraternity  Council. 
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Nikki  Giovanni 
(Bob  Gittens  Photo) 


KAPPA  ALPHA  PSI 

by  Eric  Daniels  Onyx  Correspondent 

As  a  member  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  Fraternity,  Inc.  for 
almost  two  years.  1  have  come  to  know  this  fraternity  not 
only  for  the  inherent  sense  of  brotherhood  it  has,  but  for  the 
systematic  efficiency  apparent  in  this  organization. 

Chi,  the  Boston  chapter  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi.  under  the 
ample  direction  of  Polemarch  Charles  Wilson.  B.U.  Public- 
Relations.  74,  and  Vice-Polemarch  James  Loftman.  75  BA. 
has  been  experiencing  significant  membership  growth  in 
recent  years.  The  chapter  has  tripled  in  size  from  ap- 
proximately 8  brothers  in  1970  to  nearly  30  today. 

The  members  of  Chi  Chapter,  in  accord  with  the  aims  of 
colleges  and  fraternalism,  intend  to  provide  a  climate  in 
which  students  may  acquire  a  sound  moral,  intellectual  and 
social  basis  for  effective  living.  The  concept  of  fraternity 
depends  upon  altruistic  and  dedicated  membership.  Being  a 
member  of  Chi  Chapter  has  demonstrated  to  me  that  this 
organization  possesses  these  -necessary  qualities.  To  the 
extent  that  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  revolves  about  the  ideals  and 
purposes  of  college,  community  and  fraternity,  we  as 
members  of  Chi  Chapter  regard  personal  self  less  and  less  as 
the  central  figure,  thereby  insuring  the  constructive  aspects 
of  organization. 

The  ideals  and  purposes  of  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  were  con- 
ceived with  hopes  that  they  would  inspire  a  thirst  for 
achievement  among  its  members.  Thus  achievement  became 
the  fundamental  purpose  of  the  fraternity,  and  it  is  expressed 
by  the  efficient  manner  the  brothers  use  when  performing 
duties  concerning  with  furthering  the  best  interests  of  Kappa 
Alpha  Psi  as  a  whole. 

Ii  is  lor  these  reasons,  plus  the  experience  gained  through 
functioning  in  this  fraternal  process  that  I  have  come  to 
regard  Kappa  Alpha  Psi  as  a  systematically  efficient 
organization) 

Uric  Dnnieh  a  .<  member  oj  Chi,  the  Boston  Chapter  of  Kappa 
tlphn  /'m.  Inc. 


OMEGA 
PSI  PHI 

by  Harry  Webb 

Omega  Psi  Phi  Fraternity  was  founded  November  17,  1911. 
at  Howard  University,  becoming  the  second  organized  Black 
fraternity  in  America. 

The  name  of  the  fraternity  was  derived  from  the  Greek 
phrase,  "Friendship  is  essential  to  the  soul." 

During  the  infancy  of  Omega  Psi  Phi  the  organization 
experienced  continuous  problems  stemming  from  white  fears 
and  opposition  to  secret  Black  organizations. 

Through  immeasurable  dedication  and  determination  the 
fraternity  survived,  paving  the  way  for  the  establishment  of 
other  Black  fraternities  and  sororities  on  college  campuses. 
Presently  Omega  Psi  Phi  has  chapters  in  Germany,  Puerto 
Rico,  and  at  every  major  college  and  university  in  America. 

Omega  Psi  Phi  has  input  into  all  activities  involving  Black 
college  students,  and  numerous  programs  directed  toward 
the  Black  community. 

To  inspire  racial,  pride  and  public  appreciation  of  the 
Black  Man's  potential  is  only  one  of  Omega's  goals. 

The  men  of  Omega  are  of  various  backgrounds  and  beliefs, 
but  all  share  the  same  ideals  of  fellowship,  scholarship,  and 
manhood  and^re  vowed  to  uphold  the  traditions  and 
principles  of  Omega  Psi  Phi. 


Harry  II       it  h  member  oj  Omega  Psi  Phi  lrrai<-rnit\ 


ATTENTION  BLACK  STUDENTS! 

The  following  b  (he  normal  procedure  for  applying  lor 
I  inane  ial  Aid.  To  insure  proper  handling  of  your  financial  aid 
forms,  (he  application  musi  be  on  Ifle  In  the  Office  of 
Financial  Aid  no  later  than  the  last  day  of  school  preceding 
the  school  quarter  in  which  you  need  assistance.  For 
example,  il  you  will  be  out  of  school  this  winter,  but  In  school 
this  spring  you  must  have  your  financial  aid  lorm  In  the  Olflce 
of  Financial  Aid  no  later  than  the  last  day  for  thb  quarter.  A 
Parent's  Confidential  Statement  (PSCI  should  be  on  fOe  abo. 

Sophomores  should  remind  their  parents,  when  tilling  out 
their  income  lax  forms,  to  request  that  a  copy  of  the  form  be 
sent  to  the  Financial  Aid  Olflce.  A  copy  of  the  lorm  Is  now 
mandatory  for  the  completion  ol  the  financial  aid  process. 


Brothers  coming  out  of 
Norfolk  prison  on  furlough 
are  now  required  to  have  a 
ride.  Will  brothers  and 
sisters  volunteer  their 
services  once  a  month  to 
aid  them?  If  so  leave  your 
name  and  telephone 
number  at  the  Afro- 
Institute  c-o  Lotus  Perry 


AFTER  NIXON,  WHAT?  WHITE  CRISIS,  BLACK  DILEMMA 
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Book  Review: 
A  Trilogy 
Of  Black 
Women 

Su1n,      Toni  Morrison,  Ufred 
i.  Knojif,  In,..  17 i  pp..  SS.9S 

by  Ted  Thomas 
Onyx  Staff 

I  o  merely  talk  of  the  bonds 
thai  bind  Black  women  of  all 
ages  into  a  whole,  that  spans 
generations,  is  a  difficult  task, 
to  write  about  it  in  a  clear, 
forceful  style  is  an  even  more 
difficult  task.  But.  in  her 
second  novel,  Sula,  Toni 
Morrison  does  just  that  and 
more. 

Not  only  does  Morrison 
show  the  development  and 
coming  of  age  of  the  bond 
between  Sula.  the  main 
protagonist;  Nel,  Sula's  best 
friend;  and  Eva,  Sula's 
weathered  grandmother;  but 
also  the  bond  that  links  Black 
people  to  other  Black  people. 

Most  of  us  are  familiar  with 
the  Sula's  of  the  world.  Little 
girl's  who  are  born  with  a 
"curious  sign"  above  their 
eye's  and  who,  because  they 
are  marked,  are  feared  by 
adults  who  seek  to  regulate 
them  into  mythical  roles. 

The  Sula*s  are  to  be  avoided 
for  it  has  already  been 
presupposed  by  their  ac- 
cusers that  the  Sula's  have 
the  capacity  to  kill  someone 
or  grow  up  and  sleep  with 
their  best  friend's  husbands  ... 
and  to  haunt. 

That  this  particular  Sula 
does  these  things  shouldn't 
come  as  a  surprise  to  the 
readers  of  Morrison's  novel. 

The  Novelist  skillfully  leads 
us  to  these  conclusions. 

What  is  memorable  about 
the  novel  is  that,  at  its  end,  it  is 
difficult  to  say  that  Sula  was 
"evil."  No.  Far  from  saying 
that  Sula  was  evil  there  is  the 
inclination  to  equate  her  with 
the  biblical  character,  Cain, 
who  killed  his  brother  Abel. 

If  we  hold  to  the  traditional 
interpretation  of  Cain's  act, 
then  it  necessitates  a  verdict 
of  guilty  by  reason  of  com- 
mitting an  "evil  act."  But  if  we 
view  the  act  as  a  character  in 
Hermann  Hesse's  novel 
Damien  does  then  Cain  or 
Sula  are  not  objective  evils 
which  can  be  viewed  outside 
of  ourselves. 

Sula  becomes  that  part  of  us 
that  "dares  the  new."  If  Sula's 
daring  the  new  is  viewed 
thusly  then  her  act,  in  essence, 
is  the  same  as  the  astronaut's 
moon  trip,  which  is  not 
generally  regarded  as  "evil." 

I  he  mark  above  Sula's  eye 
was  only  a  means  of  iden- 
tifying her  and  that  other  part 
of  ourselves.  Once  iden- 
tification is  complete,  the 
weak  fear  and  deny  her. 

Ultimately,  Sula  is  linked  to 
the  women  who  tremble  in  her 
presence  and  are  held  in  awe 
by  her.  She  is  linked  to  them 
because  she  is  them  and  they 
are  her.  The  bond  will  hold. 
•  Throughout  the  novel  lucid 
glimpses  of  Black  life  are 
shown  and  the  poverty  of 
Black  people  who  lived  in  "the 
bottom"  faced  are  described 
in  graphic  detail. 

Sula  should  be  read  by  all 
Black  women  and  Black  men 
too.  It  may  help  you  come  to 
grips  with  that  denied  part  of 
yourself. 


(Co n't.  from  pg.  I  ) 
remains  as  a  symbol  ot 
yesterday's  glory,  a  kind  of 
bespectacled  Superbunny 
luppity-hopping  from  country 
-to  country  bearing  Nixon's 
foreign  policy  eggs  in  a 
Watergate  befouled  Easter 
basket. 

When  a  system,  and  the 
beliefs  which  uphold  it  (the 
inevitability  of  American 
progress,  the  basic  goodness 
of  the  American  character  the 
fairness  of  the  American 
political  system,  etc.),  begin 
to  crumble,  people  tend  to 
look  around  for  new  answers, 
new  gods  -  or  old  devils.  It  is 
therefore  not  surprising  to 
note  the  tremendous  popular 
response  to  "The  Exorcist." 
Such  a  reaction  to  the  film  is 
clear  evidence  of  America's 
sense  of  helplessness,  its  sense 
of  being  in  the  grip  of  forces 
which  steal  one's  soul  and 
usurp  one's  being.  Our  real 
problem,  however,  is  not 
possession  by  some  fairy-tale 
evil  spirit,  but  possession  by  a 
social  system  which  has  gone 
to  the  devil.  Replacing  that 
system  is  the  exorcism  the 
times  require. 

As  might  be  expected, 
there  has  been  little  leadership 
coming  from  conventional 
quarters  speaking  to  the  true 
state  of  the  nation.  This  dearth 
of  leadership  has  forced 
people  to  act  on  their  own,  so 
a  kind  of  people's  opposition 
to  the  government  and  its 
policies  has  been  erupting  in 
the  country,  housewives 
protesting  the  price  of  food, 
truckers  protesting  the  price 
Of  diesel  fuel,  Vietnam 
veterans  protesting  their 
callous  treatment  at  the  hands 
of  the  Veterans  Ad- 
ministration, etc.  In  addition 
•  he  Symbionese  Liberation 
Army  has  emerged  on  the 
Left,  and  on  the  Right,  in- 
dividuals claiming  to  be  part 
of  their  strategy  "to  return  the 
American  government  to  the 
people  ...  (since)  they  felt  that 
individuals    have    not  been 


average  teacher  in  Black 
schools  believes  in  and 
practices  Shockleyism.  From 
the  moment  that  a  student 
enters  the  class,  an  arbitrary 
decision  has  been  made  as  to 
which  few  will  be  the  so-called 
A  and  B  students  --  usually  3- 
10  per  cent.  The  rest  are 
considered  dumb,  slow,  or 
behavior  problems  and  are 
treated  accordingly. 

Consequently,  the  second 
means  of  reinforcing 
Shockleyisniis  via  school 
personnel.  In  most  schools, 
where  there  is  a  large  Black 
population  (70-90  per  cent), 
the  teaching  and  ad- 
ministrative staff  is  from  85 
per  cent  to  95  per  cent  white. 
Most  of  these  teachers  have 
inherited  the  racist  philosophy 
of  their  parents  and  this 
carries  over  into  the 
classroom. 

Efforts  to  hire  Black 
teachers  who  have  not  been 
tainted  by  the  same  negative 
altitudes  as  their  white 
colleagues  is  nil.  If 
Shockleyism  is  not  built  into 
the  educational  institutions, 
then  one  would  expect  to  see  a 


represented  well  enough  in 
government  and  that  a  few 
people  have  gotten  too  much 
power." 

I  he  significant  thing  about 
these  nearly  universal  protests 
coming  from  the  left,  the 
right,  and  the  center  is  that 
they  represent  an  amazingly 
similar  reaction  of  disgust  to 
the  corruption  and  irrelevance 
of  American  politics.  Only  2b 
percent  of  the  American 
people  still  support  the  Nixon 
administration,  and  even 
fewer  than  that  (21  percent) 
support  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  Thus,  more 
than  70  percent  of  the 
citizenry  have  no  faith  in  two 
of  the  three  branches  of 
government.  This  alienation  is 
like  a  licking  time  bomb. 
Given  the  proper  igniting 
agent,  it  can  explode  into  an 
entirely  new  politics  in 
America,  one  far  different 
from  any  we  have  ever  known. 

Yet  the  future  shape  of 
American  politics  may  not  be 
so  much  new  as  a  more 
successful  variation  of 
Nixonism.  For,  although  the 
man  himself  may  be 
discredited,  the  country  has 
not  repudiated  his  politics. 
The  national  dilemma, 
therefore,  is  that  no  significant 
alternative  to  Nixon's  vision  of 
America  exists,  nor  does  any 
alternative  program  iden- 
tifying and  dealing  with 
America's  true  problem. 
Consequently,  the  same 
racism,  the  same  surrender  to 
capitalist  interests,  and  the 
same  simple-minded  jingoism 
can  be  resurrected  by  default, 
even  if  Nixon  goes.  Default,  of 
course,  is  Nixon's  assumed 
successor,  Gerald  Ford,  of 
whom  Lyndon  Johnson  once 
remarked,  "He  can't  chew 
gum  and  walk  at  the  same 
time." 

Some  have  suggested  a 
special  election  to  circumvent 
Ford's  unchallenged  ascent  to 
the  presidency.  But  even  if 
there  were  a  special  two-party 


teaching  staff  which  would 
reflect  the  composition  of  the 
student  population;  one  would 
expect  to  see  a  positive 
change  in  the  school 
curricula. 

Unfortunately,  this  has  not 
occurred. 

So,  the  vicious  circle 
continues.  The  cries  Of  bitter 
parents  go  unheeded.  The 
numbers  of  young  Black  men 
and  women  detained  in  youth 
guidance  centers  and  prisons 
increases.  The  Attica's,  the 
San  Quentin's,  just  like  the 
schools  that  furnished  the 
human  resources  for  these 
human  factories',  continues  - 
and  Shockleyism  reigns 
supreme. 

lii'prinit'd  with  ipccial  per- 
mixtion  from  I  "/.  Vo,  /  <>\ 
Wink  numtihia,  n  California- 
hitsrtl  Muck  Stuilcnl  \pwspaper. 


HELP  A  BROTHER 


election,  what  would  stop  it 
from  being  the  usual  tweedle- 
dee.  tweedle-dum  farce?  In  all 
probability,  the  Democrats, 
benefiting  from  the  Nixon 
scandal,  would  make  a 
comeback.  But  the  Democrats 
have  no  answer  either.  In- 
deed, it  was  their  fallen 
liberalism  which  made  Nixon's 
original  victory  possible.  Both 
Republicans  and  Democrats 
stand  bankrupt  before 
America's  contemporary 
crises,  crises  which  (as 
the  Preamble  to  the  Gary 
version  of  the  National  Black 
Agenda  noted  two  years  ago) 
"Go  deep,  to  the  very  bones 
and  marrow,  to  the  essential 
nature  of  America's 
economic,  political  and 
cultural  systems ." 

So,  we  come  to  the  black 
dilemma.  While  whites 
struggle  no  matter  how 
lamely,  over  the  fate  of  the 
Republic,  Blacks  have  been 
sitting  it  out  as  though  we 
believed  that  what  is  hap- 
pening in  the  larger  society 
does  not  affect  us.  If  that  is 
our  belief,  it  is  a  delusion. 
Now,  more  than  ever,  we 
should  be  struggling  to  create 
alternatives  to  Nixon's  vision 
of  America.  Blacks  must  now 
assume  an  independent  role  in 
American  politics,  because,  as 
the  Gary  Preamble  also  says, 
it  is  still,  "our  people  who  are 
deeply  hurt  and  ravaged  by 
the  present  systems  of  society 
...  The  challenge  is  thrown  to 
us  ...  to  consolidate  and 
organize  our  own  black  role  as 
the  vanguard  in  the  struggle 
for  a  new  society.  To  accept 
that  challenge  is  to  move  to 
independent  black  politics." 

Our  strongest  hope  for  the 
development  of  an  in- 
dependent black  politics  only 
lay  with  the  National  Black 
Assembly.  Thus,  it  was  with 
some  pain  that  we  watched 
(he  goings  on  at  the  recent 
Little  Rock  Convention. 
Instead  of  moving  to  advance 


the  principles  laid  out  two 
years  ago  in  its  Agenda,  the 
Assembly  seemed  to  fall 
victim  to  the  usual  internal 
leadership  struggles  and  failed 
to  shape  itself  to  reach  out  and 
organize  the  masses  of  black 
people  into  a  new  social  and 
political  movement.  That 
failure  may  one  day  come 
back  to  haunt  us.  for  what  (he 
country  needs  is  a  genuine 
anticorruption  party  which 
pledges  itself  to  basic  reform; 
a  new  local-national  party 
which  the  Assembly  might 
have  spawned. 

Such  a  party  standing  for 
the  roll-back  of  prices,  the 
nationalization  of  the  food 
and  energy  industries  (oil,  gas, 
electricity  coal,  etc.),  the 
repeal  of  the  income  tax,  and 
the  instant  recall  and 
prosecution  of  corrupt  public 
officials,  might  conceivably 
develop  constituencies  in  both 
black  and  white  America.  But 
the  new  party  would  have  to 
be  specifically  faithful  to 
black  interests  whether  whites 
responded  to  its  direction  or 
not.  It  would  have  to  deal  with 
crime,  drugs,  the  utilization 
and  development  of  our  great 
wasted  national  resource: 
unemployed  black  manpower, 
etc.  Strategically,  it  would 
have  to  see  its  fundamental 
domestic  political  task  as 
altering  the  two-parly  system 
in  this  country,  not  only 
because  that  system  has 
clearly  failed,  but  also  to 
maximize  black  political 
influence  as  an  independent 
third    force.  Internationally, 

the  party  would  have  to 
represent  black  people  in 
dealings  with  foreign  coun- 
tries to  prevent  us  from  being 
locked  into  solely  domestic 
options.  This  kind  of  party  has  \ 
not  yet  arisen  from  our  midst, 
but  only  this  kind  of  party  can 
rescue  Blacks  (and  whites  too 
if  they  can  dig  it)  from  the  fate 
of  a  collapsing  America. 


WANTED 
WRITERS,  PHOTOGRAPHERS, 
ARTISTS,  TYPISTS, 
TO  WORK 
ON  ONYX  STAFF 
IF  INTERESTED  CALL  437-3141 


A  THOUGHT  FOR  TODAY 
When  things  go  wrong  as  they  sometimes  will. 
When  the  road  you're  trudging  seems  all  up  hill, 
When  the  funds  are  low  and  the  debts  are  high 
And  you  want  to  smile,  but  you  have  to  sigh, 
When  care  is  pressing  you  down  a  bit, 
Rest,  if  you  must,  but  don't  you  quit. 


Support  S.A.D.U. 


I  he  Students  of  The  African  Diaspora  In  Unity  (S.A.D.U.) 
are  sponsoring  a  bus  trip  to  Washington,  D.C.  on  May  24  for 
The  National  African  Liberation  Day  March  and  Rally  the 
bus  will  leave  Friday,  May  24  and  return  Monday,  May  27 
Roundlrip  cost  is  S1S.00. 

There  are  a  limited  number  of  seats  and  they  will  be 
assigned  on  •  first  come,  first  serve  basis.  For  more  in- 
formation and  reservations  call  the  S.A.D.U.  office  at  437- 
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